MARCH, 1876. 


THE MONTH. 


Avormun Parliamentary Session hes begun, and another Royal Speech foreshadows 
the course of imperial legislation, so far as that may depend on the intentions or the 
pleasure of Her Majesty's advisers. As was anticipated, foreign affairs form the 
staple of the greater portion of the Speech. Our Turkish policy; the administrative 
reforms which, in concert with allied and friendly Powers, we consented to press 
on the adoption of the Porte ; the purchase of the Suez Canal shares ; our remon- 
strances with the Chinese Government ; and the visit of the Prince of Wales to India, 
with the advantages thence expected to accrue, are amongst tho chief topics to which 
public attention is directed by the Government. The announcement of a Royal 
Commission to inquire into our treaty obligations with reference both to the slave- 
trade and to slavery in foreign lands, is doubtless due to the indignant excitement 
aroused throughout the whole country by the first Slave Circular, and which the 
second has itself utterly without power to allay. It is not, however, probable 
that, under cover of this Commission, the Cabinet will be allowed to retreat with- 
-out blame from a tion which they find to be untenable, and which never should 
have been assumed. “Ministerial responsibility. cannot thus be evaded or ignored. 
As regards home the programme, although not ample, includes some 
measures of praatical importance; and of these, the provisions of three at 
least are already subjects of debate. The constitution of the new Court of Appeal 
is now before the public, and in framing it the Lord Chancellor has sought to steer 
clear of the perils which the former Appellate Jurisdiction Bill was unable to escape, 
and which occasioned it to be hastily withdrawn. No supposed infringement of its 
dignity, or reflection on its fitness, as a court of ultimate appeal, taf be pleaded by 
the House of Lords as a reason for rejecting the measure now before their lordships. 
Tt seems likely that this measure will meet with general approval; and the clause 
providing that it shall sit during the parliamentary recess will obviate the vexatious 
delays to which suitors under the old appellate system were so frequently exposed. 
The Marine Insurance Bill and the Merchant Shipping Bill both deal with the pre- 
ventible causes of the fearful yearly loss of life at sea ; and the former, should it pass 
without material alteration, bids fair to be a useful and effective Act. The Mer- 
chant Shipping Bill is confessedly but an instalment of such legislation as is sought 
“by Mr. Plimsoll and his supporters, and will probably fall short both of what the 
puplic expect and the exigencies of the case require ; still, it is a step in the direc- 
tion of a thorough reformation, and it, at any rate, stamps with permanence the 
legislation of the previous year. The Act for investing the Sovereign with an addi- 
tional title, indicative of her dominion over India, may appear to be but of little 
moment, since it does not add one iota to the actual power which, in that vast de- 
pendency of Britain, has so long been vested in the Crown. We are, however, 
assured that the idea of personal sovereignty, so deeply prized and cherished by the 
Oriental mind, will henceforth, in the feelings of our Indian fellow-subjects, as the 
result of the new title, be more closely and indissolubly associated with British 
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be infused. Of the other measures to be introduced by Government it would as yet 
_ be premature to speak. It is, moreover, probable that a considerable portion of the 
session will be devoted to the discussion of subjects not included in the ministerial 
4 programme. Although, from inability to secure for it during this session that full 
J consideration which, for a measure of such national importance, is indispensable, Mr. 
Osborne Morgan will not formally bring on his Burials Bill, he will yet ask the 
assent of the House of Commons to a resolution by which the principle of that Bill is 
distinctly and unmistakably affirmed. From the strong opposition to that principle 
manifested by many out of the House, its discussion in Parliament will probably be 
of a most energetic and impassioned character. We could have wished that the calm 
and temperate advice to the clergy on this subject, given by the Archbishop of Can- 
terbury, had been allowed more weight by those to whom it was addressed. The 
attitude of uncompromising hostility which, in many diocesan conferences, has been 
so defiantly assumed, can only avail to delay that settlement of this much-vaxed 
question which must sooner or later be arrived at, and to embitter that settlement 
when made by the remembrance of the party prejudices and passions which, in this 
protracted conflict, have been so needlessly and injuriously roused. The subject of 
National Education, too, in some of its ever-varying yet all-important phases, will 
also occupy a considerable share of parliamentary attention. Looking to the present 
state of parties, both political and ecclesiastical, and to the agitating controversies 
which so largely occupy the public mind, we may fairly anticipate that the events of 
the forthcoming session will, in interest and national importance, in no way fall 
short of those of its more recent predecessors. 


~ 


ve. BD 


Convocation and its debates, concurrently with the meeting of Parliament, once 
more claim our notice. In the province of Canterbury, the attention of the Upper 
House has been specially directed by the Bishop of Winchester to the recent Con- 
ference at Bonn, to the discussions which there took place respecting the “ Eternal 
Procession of the Holy Ghost,” and to the attempts then made, by abstract resolu- 
tions on this most subtle and recondite theme, to promote some sort of union between 
the Anglican, the Old Catholic, and the Oriental Churches. On the motion of the 
Bishop, who expatiated on the advantages to be derived from recognition of each 
other by these different >ommunions, and from harmonious co-operation between 
them when such could be effected, the resolutions ultimately passed at Bonn were 
referred to a committee. In the conversation which ensued, the Primate gave 
utterance to sentiments which well deserve the serious consideration of all Christians, 
to whatever denomination they may belong. Whilst not differing from Dr. Harold 
Browne as to the advantages to be derived from mutual recognition and fraternal 
intercourse by the Churches previously named, especially in the interests of the 
: ification of the Eastern and Old Catholic Churches from the errors and supersti- 
tions which still cling to their communion, the Archbishop avowed that he was more 
deeply concerned at the estrangements which, to so great an extent, practically 
separated the Church of England from fellowship with other Protestant denomina- 
tions, both in Great Britain and America. The intercourse which the Church to 
which he belonged could have with foreign Churches, whose members were of 
another race and spoke another language, must at best be limited, whereas that 
which, but for the burriers he regretted, she might have with the non-episcopal 
communions at home and in the United States, bound together as they all were by 
the ties of a comimon origin, a common language, and a common faith, would be of 
incalculable benefit, alike to all these Churches and the world! All who recognize 
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true Church consists, not-in any aggregation of Episcopal Churches, to the exclu- 
sion of the rest, but of all who love the Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity, to whatever 
outward organization they may belong, will heartily endorse the views which the 
Primate has so justly and so fearlessly expressed, and will be thankful that, whilst 
numbers of the clergy are arrogating to themselves exclusive authority as the sole 
teachers of religion, and regarding as schismatics all who belong to other sections of 
the outward Church, the ecclesiastical chief of the Church of England should thus 
prominently stand forward as the champion of a large-hearted and comprehensive 
catholicity. In « subsequent page we have given a full report of the Primate's 
admirable remarks on this important subject. 

The Lower House of Convocation has been directing its attention, on the report 
of its committee previously appointed, to the subject of the Rubrics, and certain 
minor alterations in these have been accordingly adopted. The work of revision, 
however, in this direction, is but slow. We regret, in the interests of peace, that 
the Lower House should have committed itself to a policy of resistance to all change 
in the matter of the Burials Bill. The supposed danger of the desecration of paro- 
_ chial churchyards by irreverent or indecent proceedings at the interment of the dead, 
should any other ministers or services than those of the Church of England be per- 
mitted in their precincts, must be regarded as without foundation. Englishmen 
of all persuasions stand subdued and solemnized in the presence of death; and 
if there be an occasion above others when the observance of all decorum-and pro. 
priety may be with certainty expected, it is when the remains of our relatives and 
friends are committed to the tomb. Such apprehensions as we.have noted cannot, 
with any show of reason, be urged against the recognition of the right of Englishmen, 
of whatever religious profession, to be interred ia the places of public sepulture, with 
such rites and by such ministers as they themselves may have chosen, or their 

The Convocation.of York has also been in session. We notice that in the Lower 
House, the final report of the Committee on Rubrics being under discussion, a 
spirited effort was made by Dr. Howson, Dean of Chester, to secure the omission in 
the Table of Lessons of the words “Our Lady,” as applied to the Blessed Virgin. 
The Dean moved that these words be omitted. He considered their use an accidental 
anomaly, to be accounted for by a time of transition. A matter as to which Cosia 
‘and Sancroft had taken action could not be trivial, and he defended himself at some 
length against the charge of introducing an irritating topic. He read from books 
published by the Church Press Company to show the growing evils of Mariolatry, 
and argued that he was raising no new question. Prayer-books had been printed in 
the seventeenth century in Greek and French without the expression, as also a Ger- 
man one in our own time by a member of our Royal Family for the use of German 


congregations. On a division, we regret to say, the Dean's motion was lost. 


The judgment given by the Judicial Committee of the Privy Council in the case 
of Jenkins v. Cook is such as might have been expected by all who are acquainted 
with the legal rights and status of parishioners on the one hand, and the restrictions 
imposed upon incumbents on the other. A clergyman, in so important a matter as 
the withholding or administration of the Lord’s Supper, is not at liberty to act 
towards particular members of his flock as his own individual judgment or his per- 
sonal perception of what ia right and proper may dictate, He must be guided and 
directed by the rubrics; he must conform to the law, whatever that may be, and the 
law is such ¢hat there are but few cases in which the Sacrament can be legally refused 
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now confirmed by the judgment of the highest Court, which simply declares that an 
incumbent in this matter must be bound by the rubric, and that the rubric must 
be taken in its plain and literal significance. That rubric prescribes that the person 
to whom the Communion is refused must be either a notorious “evil liver” ors 
public “defamer” of the Book of Common Prayer. It has been clearly established 
that Mr. Jenkins, whatever may be thought of his opinions, cannot be regarded as 
coming under either of these descriptions. The question, therefore, was not whether * 
his sentiments were right, but whether in law they would justify his exclusion from 
the ordinances of the Church. There is no doubt that Mr. Cook in this matter 
acted conscientiously, and sympathy will be felt for him on that account ; but if the 
question was not one of the orthodoxy of Mr. Jenkins, neither was it one of the con- 
scientiousness of Mr. Cook. The judgment clearly establishes the principle that « 
clergyman has no right to refuse the Sacrament to any parishioner for opinions he 
may deem to be heretical, provided that parishioner does not openly impugn the 
fundamental doctrines of the Bible or the Book of Common Prayer. Since the 
delivery of the judgment, Mr. Cook has resigned the benefice of Christ Church, 
Clifton. 
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If the judgment which, in the Folkestone case, has at length been delivered by 
Lord Penzance, is to be regarded, as it reasonably may, in the light of a precedent 
by which the future decisions of his Court in analogous cases will be very largely 
governed, the Public Worship Regulation Act has certainly inflicted on the Ritualistic 
party a heavy blow and great discouragement. No better test case than that of the 
Vicar of St. Peter’s, Folkestone, could have been selected as the first to come under 
the cognizance of that new tribunal which the Ritualists have from the first, with a | 
true and natural instinct, regarded alike with indignation and with fear. Their 
apprehensions, and the hopes of those who are oppoeed to them, have been justified 
by the result of this first appeal to the newly-constituted Court. One end contem- 
plated by the new Act was the more cheap, speedy, and effective administration of 
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a the law, and in this respect the views of its promoters have been fully met. If 
it oe appeals to the law can be thus facilitated, the law itself, without even the slightest — 
DE change in its provisions, will become far more operative than before, and its dignity 

; supremacy will be the more fully vindicated and maintained. But the judg- 


ment which has fallen so severely on the Romanizing party is not to be ascribed 
solely to the more prompt and certain action of the law ; but to the logical clear- 
headedness, the judicial calmness, and the dispassionate impartiality of the judge by 
whom that law is now interpreted. The well-known prepossessions of the late Dean 
of Arches unfitted him—unconsciously perhaps to himself—for deciding impartially 
in cases wherein Ritualistic doctrines and practices were to be tried by the standards 
of the faith and practice of the English Church. The strictly legal spirit which alone 
inspires and animates the present judge is ominous of evil to those who, regardless 
alike of the obedience they owe to their ecclesiastical superiors, and of the obligations 
to the State which they are under as the ministers of the National Church estab- 
lished by law, are resolved, even though it be in defiance of the law, to undo, so far 
as in them lies, all the work of the Reformation ; to bring back the people of this 
country into medieval darkness ; and, in the prostituted name of religion, to subject 
them once more to the intolerant and intolerable domination of an arrogant and 
overbearing priesthood. It augurs well for the interests of civil freedom, no less - 
than for those of scriptural Christianity, when such men can be held effectively in 
check. And should the decision now given be confirmed by the Superior Court, and 
vigorously followed up by others, the Ritualists, notwithstanding their avowed de- 
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termination to disobey, will find that the law is stronger than themselves. Mr. 
Ridsdale, in his letter to the Primate, published immediately after the judgment, 
declared his resolution to resist. This declaration he has since repeated in the pre- 
sence of his flock, and emphasized it by his deeds, conducting the Sunday services in 
all respects as they were performed before, and in direct violation of the ruling and 
monitions of the judge. Lay Courts, he contends, have no power over the spiritual 
government of the Church ; Convocation is its only ruler, and, at all costa, the doo- 
trine of the Real Presence must be effectively maintained. Such language as this 
ill becomes clergymen who, while they thus, in the affairs of the Church, repudiate all 
secular authority, cling nevertheless to the position and the privileges which result to 
themselves from the fact that the Church is connected with the State. If they would 
be consistent, one alternative, and one alone, is open to them : either let them cease 
to disobey, or renounce those honours and emoluments which, if their convictions be 
sincere, their sense of justice should no longer suffer them to hold. 


The alleged intrigue with Rome on the part of certain English Ritualists of the 
most extreme school, and whose views and projects, it was said, were warmly advo- 
cated by Cardinal Manning at the Vatican itself, has, within the last month, received 
significant confirmation. No sooner had public attention been directed to the extra- 
ordinary letter addressed to the Cardinal by “ Presbyter Anglicanus,” and to the 
pamphlet entitled “Christianity or Erastianism,” than upwards of one hundred of 
the Ritualistic clergy, including most, though not quite all the leaders of the 
school, headed by Mr. Muckonochie, hastened to sign what they styled a “ Dis- 
avowal,” declaring that they had no part in such a movement as was indicated ; 
that “ Presbyter Anglicanus” had no authority to speak on their behalf ; and that, in 
their judgment, no union with’ Rome was possible, as there could be no basis for nege- 
tiations to that end, until the recent Vatican decrees should be repealed in a manner 
and form as public as that in which they had been promulgated. To this docu- 
_ment were appended nearly all the names of the clergy who have been the subjects 
of proceedings in the courts for their Romanizing practices, and attention was called 
to this circumstance, as showing that this “ Disavowal” proceeded from men who 
were eminently typical, and who consequently had authority to speak on behalf of 
their colleagues. It now, however, seems that, at any rate, some of their party differ 
from these gentlemen, and disclaim their protest with at least as mach earnestness 
as they themselves disclaim the views enunciated by “ Presbyter Anglicanus” in his 
letter to the Cardinal. Both the Rector of Clewer and the Rev. Orby Shipley have 
addressed letters to the leading journal, in which they contend virtually, first, that 
no repeal of the Vatican decrees is essential in order to unity with Rome; and, 
next, that if that unity is sought by any section of the clergy, it is because the 
entire English episcopate have abdicated their spiritual functions as the proper 
ralers of the Church, and handed over its government to lay tribunals appointed by 
the State! It appears, therefore, that unity (which these gentlemen explain does 
not mean identity) with the Church of Rome is now the avowed object of a section 
of the Ritualists ; and that, to achieve this, they are prepared even to accept the 
dogma of the personal infallibility of the pretended successor of St. Peter! Is this 
matter for surprise? Might it not have been expected that when once Romish 
doctrine should be received, Romish supremacy would follow in its wake! 
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The elections for the new Assembly in France hate resulted in the retarn of « 
large Republican majority ; and as all the efforts and influence of the Ministry 3 


| 
| 
4 


= 


| \ 
70 EVANGELICAL CHRISTENDOM. (Mare 
4 were directed to secure a contrary result, the fact cannot be taken otherwise than 
q as decisive of the mind and temper of the nation. The old Monarchical: parties, 
: the Legitimists and Orleanists, are, in parliamentary parlance, nowhere; and the 

former especially seem scarcely to possess any footing in the Chamber. The 
x Bonapartists, who strained every nerve to gain a high and strong position, number, 

it is stated, not more than ninety at the utmost. M. Buffet himself has been 
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ihe and devote his talents, his energies, and his patriotism, in concurrence with the 
A Chambers, to the consolidation and development of what is not inaptly styled the 
i ‘‘ Conservative Republic.” It is satisfactory to note that in the new Parliament the 
a. views may be regarded as extreme or dangerous; and should Marshal MacMahon 
a US frankly and heartily co-operate with the majority both of the Legislature and the 
Te people, the liberties and the political tranquillity of France may, under such auspices, 
} 1 ihe: be deemed less insecure than for many years past. 

Wis All who desire the freedom, the security, and the prosperity of states, will 
i + rejoice to learn that the oivil war in Spain is nearly at an end. The Carlist insur- 
mt ee rection has at length collapsed ; the communications of the Pretender with France 
agi ee have been cut off; his troops have been driven from their arsenal at Vera by Genegal 
oi ae Martinez Campos ; the Alfonsist commanders have beaten back his forces in the West ; 


and, to crown the series of bis disasters, his stronghold of Estella, the key to the 
entire mountainous region which he has so long regarded as his own, and his posses- 
sion of which alone enabled him to carry on the war, has been taken by the Royal — 
troops under General Primo de Rivera. Under these circumstances, we may congra- 
tulate all lovers of humanity that the i struggle which has so long drained 
the life-blood of the Spanish peninsula, yzed all its energies, and made its 
_ prosperity impossible, will so shortly be a matter of the past. Once delivered from 
intestine conflict, and the fear of its recurrence, Spain will be free to develop her vast 
natural resources; and it may be hoped that, in shaping the future policy of the 
nation, her rulers will take counsel of her best and most enlightened sons, and avoid 
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it th the rocks on which previous governments have made such disastrous and fatal 
Tika shipwreck. 
THE LATE REV. JOHN ROBINSON. 
aaa Dvnina the far greater portion of the existence of the London City Mission its Seo- 
: i retariat has been filled by two gentlemen, representing respectively the Church of 
| ib England and Nonconformity—the Rev. John Garwood and the Rev. John Robinson. 
a In announcing last the'death of the latter, we were compelled to the utmost 
qs brevity; but we could nét thus dismiss all mention of one who has been so useful in — 


his generation as the deceased. This veteran worker discharged at onee the duties 
~of a college prnectyet and those, to some extent, of an episcopate. The committee 


i 
a defeated in every arrondissement in which he was a candidate; and as ad pre 
R viously failed in his attempt to procure his own election to the Senate, alike from 
| the votes of the late Assembly and of the municipalities, he is unable to meet the new 
Parliament at all, and has tendered his resignation as Minister to the Marshal- 
| President. It is stated that M. Dufaure will be charged with the formation of « 
| new Ministry, which must, of course, be of a more decidedly Liberal character than 
that the policy of which bas been so emphatically censured by the nation. It is to 
~ be hoped that the President, with the good sense with which he is credited, and 
the disinterestedness which in all public matters he has so indisputably shown, will 
Z. . cheerfully accept the position in which he has thus so unmistakably been placed, 


courteously placed at our dixposal in advance of publication, we give the following 
of Mr. Robinson's honoured life and devoted and important labours. 

Tt was as far back as 1844 that the Rev. John Robinson was unanimously 
appointed to the office which he filled till the time of his death. The committees 
state that during the long period of more than thirty-one years they have always 
felt grateful to God that a Secretary so particularly well suited for the discharge of 
the duties entrusted to him had been raised up to them. 

At the time of Mr. Robinson's first connection with the City Mission the 

the 


two Secretaries. As, however, the number of missionaries became iarger and larger, 
it became more and more apparent that the training of them and the oversight of 
them required the undivided attention of one of the Secretaries. “The great 
importance of this will be apparent in the fact that at the time of Mr. Robinson's : 


difficelty which exists in obtaining suitable men for such a work as that of the 
mission, it became more and more the feeling of the committee that they must to a 
considerable extent, in the present wants of the metropolis, be satisfied in the first 
instance with many deficiencies, which the society must itself endeavour to rectify 
so as to adapt the missionary with instruction and training to its own requirements.” 
In the work of the elementary teaching’ of adults by Scripture-readers or by — 


missionaries, there is no advantege of a previous training institution, such as the 
Borough Road, the Home and Colonial, and the Chelsea establishments afford to the 


teachers of children. “To provide against such a want to some limited extent, Mr. 
Robinson, during the later years of his life, had devoted himself entirely to instructing 
and watching over the missionaries. He regarded them as his charge, and they 
looked up to him as a father and a director. The name of a Secretary, as applied to 
him, became a misnomer. His duties were rather those of a principal of a training 
institation. He first of all considered more especially as his department the seeing — 
or corresponding with those who desired to offer themselves as missionaries. He then 

brought such cases as appeared to him in any way suitable before an examining sub- ~ 
committee, selected from the members of the General Committee. He took charge 

of these sub-committees, which in itself involved a considerable amount of time and 
attention. Then, after the missionaries were accepted, he delivered to them during 
their first year a course of lectures on the doctrines of Christianity, and also a course 

on the evidences, and the missionaries were subjected to an examination on these 
lectures. He also directed their reading. A perusal of their journals, moreover, ‘ 
devolved on him. The selection of tracts for their use was also placed in his hands, 
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of the institution he so faithfully served have recorded in their minutes their deep | 
sense of the loas which they have thus sustained ; and from this testimony, which ap- | 
| 
Congregational Chapel, known for many years as Wardour Street Chapel, in Soho, | 
and the duties of the society being then comparatively small, he retained his charge i 
with his Secretariat until 1847, when, the missionaries having increased from 100 to 
181, he resigned his charge, and gave himself exclusively to the work of the mis- 
sion. For many years after this, although the society continued to increase year by 
year, there was no very marked distinction preserved in the respective duties of the : 
| 
sally been taken from their respective humble secular occupations without receiving , 
any preparation for higher work, and were ordinarily, when first received, through i 
the long hours during which they had worked, very defective in their knowledge of 
much with which it is important that they should be acquainted. But with the 
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In the very numerous cases of difficulty from time to time occurring with them all, 
be was always accessible to them to counsel and advise them. And when serious 
difficulties arose which needed to be brought before the committee, it devolved on 
him to arrange all matters connected with this being done. He was further in the 
habit very extensively until the last few years of his life, when his strength failed for 
it, of attending the tea-meetings and other special meetings among the pvor of the 
missionaries in their respective districts, although this was a duty never imposed 
upon him by the committee, and was one which detained him in London often till a 
very late hour of the evening. But this he felt to be important in the way of mani- 
festing a practical sympathy with the missionaries in their work, and encouraging 
them in its performance.” 

Mr. Robinson possessed very special qualifications for all such duties. His leo 
tures were most carefully prepared, and were most valuable means of instruction, 
admirably adapted to what was required by the missionaries. The devotional 
mectings, with an exposition, which he conducted weekly with the missionaries pre- 
vious to their receiving their pay, were also decided means of spiritual refreshment 
to their minds in their arduous work, and were greatly prized by them. And the 
deep wisdom, the ripe experience, the sound judgment, and the loving spirit which 
were united in him, rendered him an invaluable help to them in directing them in 

The same gifts which rendered him so peculiarly suited to the governance and 
instruction of the missionaries made him also very acceptable in his necessary com- 
munications with the friends of the society, both clerical and lay. His genial spirit 
healed offences which from time to time were taken, and attracted towards him con- 
fidence and affection. And the catholicity of his mind was so pre-eminent a feature 
in his character, that it won to himself the warm regard of clergymen and members 
of the Church of England to fully as great an extent as those of his own communion. 

The committee state that while they are “ most deeply sensible of the loss they 
have sustained, and of the difficulties which they are likely to experience in the 
filling up of his place, they desire not to be insensible to the advantage which they 
have received in having retained his services for so very many years, and that 
although so advanced in life, his natural vigour and great strength of constitution 
enabled him, with very little apparent decrease of ‘energy, to discharge the duties of 
his office with regularity and without intermission until the very last month of his 
existence, when suddenly, and somewhat unexpectedly, his powers at once broke 
down, and were never again recovered. They rejoice, also, that his own often- 
expressed and earnest desire was granted, that he might be spared a lingering illness, 
and the endurance of lengthened debility and pain. His end was perfect peaee, and 
after several heavy recent bereavements which, although the father of a very large 
family, had, together with their settlement in life, at length left him as the sole 
occupant of his home, and which probably accelerated his own death, he exchanged 
a world of toil and trial for an eternal Sabbath of rest and praise-on Sunday, January 
16th, in the seventy-eighth year of his age.” | 
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[From our own Correspondent. ] 
Paris, February 18, 1876. 
THE GENERAL ELECTION VIEWED FROM A 
CHRISTIAN STANDPOIST. 

It is refreshing to find in one of our reli- 
gious journals the following remarks on the 
important political act which will have been 

before this letter is in print: 


sioned ; but such dangers can be avoided, and 


it would not be more reasonable to shirk these 


duties, on account of spiritual perils, than it 
would be to withdraw from this world be- 


gious peaceableness for a period of several 
years, Do not let us, however, suppose that 
the saving of France will be found in the 
electoral urns of the 20th of February. This 


does not depend on a vote, on a Republic, on | 


excellent Chambers, good Ministers, nér uny 
kind of government. A government is but 
the expression of the state of a people for the 
time being. Now it is evident that in her pre- 
sent state, given overto ignorance, superstition, 
or materialism, France cannot expect the 
freedom of a stable political condition. Our 
edifice is without solid foundation. There is 
but one remedy for our wants and sorrows— 


viz, the Gospel. There, and not elsewhere, | engaged 


is the source of peace and liberty. Those 
whom Christ frees are the only free men. 
What we need, then, is a moral government, 
called into existence by a moral people; a 
free government, inspired by a people edu- 
cated in the school of the true Liberator; a 
government careful of the interests of the 
nation, because the people is careful of its 


own interests. . . . Let us endeavour to en- | precl 
dow France with a good government ; but 


4 


abroad the light of the Gospel, to bring our 
to submit to Jesus Christ, such is our 
God alone knows if our country 


3 


spiritual life in 
The contrast of 
of a few who have 


have remained in their wonted 
while others have thrust down their 


THE CLERICAL PARTY, 
it is expected, will be worsted; it has ven- 
tured too far and passed the matk, and clerical 


people are accustomed to see it, appears as a 
party badge attached to the most unpopular of 
causes, We may hope to see the Government 
underlings less arrogant in their behaviour 
towards Protestants than they have been lately 
in nooks and corners where priests have sway. 
THE CONFLICT IN THE REFORMED CHURCH. 

The Reformed Church at Sainte Foy has 
the attention of the Churches by the 
of the Rationalistic party to divide 
the use of the church—giving three days of - 
the week to the one and three to the other 
tendency —somewhat like Solomon’s proposal 
to the two mothers, and which would un- 
doubtedly deprive the infant of life! But the 
interesting point is the very gentle and mode- 
rate reply of the Presbyterial Council, which 
udes all offence either given or received, 
and “ wiskts to avoid even the very appear- 

| 


FRANCE. 
when our voting-paper has dropped into the 
urn, do not let us suppose our duty as Chiris- 
tian citizens to be ended. We have far 
ae higher and more arduous duties. To shed : 
‘ Par be it from us to blame, in these solemn 
days through which our country is passing, ) 
the political activity of opr friends. It is 
the time for them and for us all to render as well as in polemics, ' 
unto that which is to blessing received by 
bring to our country the support of our rs in the meetings for : 
knowledge, our tongue, and our vote. We th 
do not overlook the dangers of such cares, nor po 
how easily they become excessive and impas- 
ee they might censure, | 
ee only to criticize. Of ; 
not seen “ when good 
cause of the evil within it. The duties of 
the citizen are to be performed without pas- 
sion, without party spirit, and with al) the 
seriousness commanded by circumstances of ) 
exceptional importance, conscientiously re- 
give will depend not only the material pros- 
perity of France, but her political and reli- | —i¢., Ultramontane—or not, is the political 
question of the day. The Republicans, of , 
course, are against all Monarchists, and as 
these are supporters of the Pope because they ' 
want him to support them, religion and mon- f 
archy are resisted at one and the same time, 
| 
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‘ exercised by taking advan-| National Protestant pastor's salary, which, 
| favourable The | with the other half given by the Government, 
ay affair is sent up to Government to be decided was 3,000 france (1204) per annum ; it is 
>) Tie. with all the other difficult cases, On reading now 1,500 france. The Government emolu- 
ihe 3 the vexed and tangled affairs of the Reformed ments given to professors of the faculties of 
Lig Charch we more and more feel that all parties | Letters and of Law are 15,000 franes ; and to 
ae sre ao tied and bound in the adversary’s tram- | those of the Medical School, 13,000! 
Ae mels, that, although one party has doctrinal HOME MISSION WORK. 
und’ the other doctrinal error, yet the| ‘The initiative taken by the Mission Jn- 
so spirit in which both parties have indulged, | tériewre to send itinetating missionaries to 
ie and to which the above incident is « remark. | all those churches which should express their 
iy able exception, will have to be deplored in desire to have them, has been greatly blessed. 
; LP bitter sorrow. While bitterness and party From most, rejoicing testimonies come in as 
bt ee. spirit is indulged in, there can be no hope of to the good done. Meetings have been held 
; . bringing opposite parties to terms. in various places since the new year. From 
hae PARISIAN STUDENTS. an extensive mining and iron district we 
i S Among the efficient works undertaken in | have received the following: “We are in 
} cal Paris, one that promises to be of much benefit joy, the work of awakening continues, and 
is that of a Scottish lady (lately joined Sy | we have been permitted to see many pass 
two other ladies), who, after several years of | from darkness the marvellous light of the 


to 
grappling with every difficulty that prejudice he majori 
could well throw in ber way, has opened her | During 


pleasant family drawing-room to students glorious meetings, In which the Lord 
a 


caused 
a. oe three evenings in the week ; one is for dis-| His presence to be felt in a most special 
ee cussion of a given subject opened up by one | manner.” The special meetings held in Paris 
5 pi of the Christian pastors or professors ; another | last week were under « diviue influence. 
gl is for the study of the Bible, also conducted | The most fastidious declare there was nothing 
gi 8) by a pastor ; and the third for a social qven- | out of place. Bat those who wert for « 
mg) ae About twenty habitually attend, and | blessing had it; and some who went doubt- 


it 

hopeful incidents have shown the use and fully, felt the drawing of hearts together 
advantage of such soirées. It is very desirable | around the dying love of Jes 

that parents and friends solicitous for the best | powerful influence of the Holy Spirit. At 
welfare uf young men studying in Paris, | half-past nine each morning a fraternal meet- 
should give them an introduction to Miss | ing for prayer, praise, brief reading, ex- 


r 
- 


$B 
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is a step in the right direction. On the other cold and snow, the evening meetings were 
hand, the city of Paris has refused to continue | crowded; and all the others were fairly at- 


= 
> 
_ 
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:. PEACE PROSPECTS. and people is now concentrated on domestic 
- We are living in piping times of peace, | questions, many more of which would be 
i with every prospect of a prolonged suspension | likely to find a speedy and practical solution 
BP ie | of hostilities. Italy has given her hearty | were the finances of the country capable of 
| concurrence to the intervention of Great | improvement, through the simultaneous and 
q Britain in Turkish affairs, along with the | proportionate disarmament of the five or six 


| 
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ITALY. 

: tie [From our own Correspondent. } maments of Europe will lie for years in dis- 

Florence, February 15,1876. | use. The energy of the Italien Government 


\ other Continental Powers, and also to the | great Powers, as is now proposed, 
‘purchase of the Suez Canal shares, as two COMMERCE ptt ps ON. 


, edathional guarantees that the expensive ar-| The commerce of Italy js at this moment 
i/ | 


& 


Pia 
“ye 


~ 


- 


- 


Howard, 14, Rue Monsieur le Prince, Paris.| bortation was held in the Wesleyan Ubape 
All our Protestant journals are making an | of Rue Roquépine; at 1 pm. the meeting 
appeal to this effect. was in the Lutheran Church of the Redemp- 
was held 
nd at 6 
in the 
general 
onod, as 
abs 
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in a bed way. Failures of public and private 
companies are frequent. No fewer than three 
suicides took place in one day in Florence 
lately, owing to financial distress, The people 
generally are groaning under the heavy taxa- 
tion, which amounts on an average to thirty- 
two francs for each one of the 26,000,000 
of Italians. Everything has so risen in price 
that, though some articles of luxury may stili 
be had cheaper than elsewhere, the neces- 
saries of life are as dear as in home lands. 


hitherto has been the of Italian cities ; 


the enforcement of the laws relating to reli- 
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misconstruction, unless qualified by the term 
“ private,” for the public: lottery has yielded 
in 18742 larger sum to the State than during 


A good deal of fan has been made of the 
Italians because of the numberless State 


I 
examination of all clerical seminaries, the : 
theological department alone excepted; the 
greater efficiency of the universities of Italy ; | 
the supervision of emigranta, who have in too ' 
many cases been misled by delusive pro- 
grammes into a kind of white-man slavery 
in the Republics of South America; the : 
establishment of post-office savings banks 3 
| throughout the country; and the purchase by . 
the State of the whole network of railways in 
The communes of Italy heve in large num- | managers. I was about to include the prohi- 
bers got very deep in indebtedness by hypo- | bition of lotteries, but this would be open to 
thecating their revenues for the payment of | ; 
loans; and they seem to be no better off, 
while their credit is now gone. Florence and 
Naples head the list, and unless Government | any previous year—namely, a t (1) of 
intervenes, nothing but bankruptcy stares us 
in the face; for a very inventive genins indeed | tax on every lottery paper. Still, it is true 
would be required to indicate anything else | that private lotteries have been so discouraged 
on that our newspapers are full of attractive 
very advertisements concerning Hamburg and | 
the German State and Domain lotteries, which 
good are shared in too readily by Italians, who 
the have great faith in fortunate numbers and the 
loppi luck y-bag. | 
bu TRIBUTES TO DEPARTED GREATNESS. 
for their heroes of a more remote or recent 
uring century. celebrity. Gino Capponi abd Gentili are the 
THE FOLLIES OF THE CARNIVAL SEASON | two last great names which have thus been | 
are fast passing away, not oply because of a | honoured with deserved perpetual fame. But ) 
growing intelligence and sobriety, but on ac< | this tendency is not only praiseworthy, but | 
count of the scarcity of ready money after the | natural. The Italians, till the last decade, have 
claims of home and kindred have been met.| had no opportunity of commemorating by ' 
But afew years more, and evidently the old bac- | marble tablet or statue the host of great men 
chanalian festival will be a thing of the past. | who have wrought for the freedom of the 
Were it not for the whipping and spurring of | land or carried her fame throughout the 
some wealthy young noblemen in our large | world; and instead of blame, it seems to me | 
towns, whose, time and money might be much | that praise is rather due that so much work | 
better occupied, its decadence had already | of this kind has been overtaken, amid the 
been reached. Yet it is not easy to lift even | pressing claims of modern legislation and 
intelligent citizens out of their ancient preju- | reform. Like every other rage, it will have ; | 
dices. The Romans have accounted for the | its day, and will serve to stimulate a young , 
scarcity of British and American travellers | and rising generation to noble deeds. Ten ; 
this year in Italy from the want of show and | years ago illuminations became so common 
excitement, to remedy which the Barbary | on the news of every great victory, that the 
horses are this year to be run, as of old, in | very eye tired of the too frequent blaze of 
the Corso, with, I fear, small effect on. the | gorgeous light. And yet it was but the 
increased nhmber of visitors to the capital. | natural outburst of joyful feeling, long pent | 
Among the many up, on the part of an excitable race, which 
HOME QUESTIONS now finds free expression but once # year on 
to which increased attention is given, I may | the great festival of “Constitutional Liberty.” 
mention the ion of | which THE JUBILEE YEAR, 
now closing, has brought so much money to 
| the Pope, that ‘be: has been| able, on the 
corporations ; hand, to invest enormous sams, and, on the 
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other, to refuse the splendid sum lying in his 
offer on the part of the Italian Government. 
The five years have well-nigh elapeed during 


“which the offer holds, so that shortly the 


aunual pension will be forfeited, and the 
Pope will be more than ever dependent on 
the lying stories circulated throughout Papal 
circles, the wide world over, that he is chained 
in,a dungeon and closely watched by soldiers, 
and denied every right which humanity may 
duly claim. On the other hand, Garibaldi 
has finally seen his way to accept the annual 
4,000L sterling which the Italian Parliament 
and people unanimously and enthusiastically 
placed at the service of the venerable hero 
and patriot, 

_ PROTESTANT CEMETERY AT FLORENCE. 

The united Protestants of Florence are this 
month in great joy. A long struggle of six 
years against bigotry and intolerance has 
ended in victory for the right. The Comu- 
nitd of Galluzzo has decided that there is no 
obstacle now to the use of the cemetery 
ground secured for Protestant dead of all de- 
nominations and nationalities. It is situated 
a mile and a quarter out of town, on the road 
to Rome, and consists of 70,000 square yards. 
You have often had reported in your pages 
the details of the arduous struggle with the 
various authorities here and in Rome, of the 
bootless interference of the British Ambas- 
sador, of the questions asked on the subject 
in the British House of Commons, of the 
pamphlets printed, and the deputations sent, 
and the appeals made ; but in the happiness 
of success we have forgotten how often and 
how earnestly we did the circumlocution 
office of Italian officialism. I am glad to say 
that the Syndic of Florence and the Prefect 
of the department have of late comprehended 
the issue, and been friendly to the project. 

At last the beautiful ». Outside 
the city, in which so many of ‘our Well- | 
known “British dead are lying (Mrs. Barrett 
Browning ), will be closed, and in a 
few years gz equally lovely “ God’s acre” on 
the southern slopes of Florence will contain 
the peaceful ashes cf our Italian evangelists 
alongside of those of Protestant believers from 
all parts of Christendom. The original con- 
ception in the mind of Francesco Madiai (the 
prisoner of the Lord) has grown to a great 
rize, and will be worthy of the faith we pro- 
fess and the liberal people among whom we 
dwell. 

I regret to see that our brethren in Rome 
are labouring under similar difficulties with 
those we have so Jong encountered in Flo- 
rence, We wish them a speedier deliverance: 
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from all their troubles in this matter than we 
have had. 
FRIENDS AND FOES IN THE SOUTH. 

These two weeks have brought us tidings, 
at once grievous and joyous, from the extreme 
south of Italy. At Tarento, the evangelist 
and the Evangelical Church have been with 
difficulty saved from a renewal of the bloody 
scenes of Barletta, some twelve years ago. 
Yet the same evangelist has been hailed as a 


preacher of righteousness at Rocca Imperiale, 


some forty-five miles distant, by the people, . 


the authorities, and the Liberal priest«, who 
have joined together to erect a place of Evan- 
gelical worship. 

BIBLE CIRCULATION. 

The sales and issues of the Scriptures from 
the eight Italian depéts of the British and 
Foreign Bible Society during 1875 were as 
follows: 5,956 Bibles, 17,666 Testaments, 
and 17,572 portions, On the average, thirty- 
fire colporteurs were employed during the 
year. An interesting public meeting, on be- 
half of the society, was lately held in Rome, 
on the occasion of the visit of the Rev. W. D. 
Lewis, one of the district secretaries, when 
addresses were delivered by the various par- 
tors of foreign Protestant churches and mia- 
sions in Rome. 

YOUNG MEN'S SOCIETIES, MOTHERS’ MEETINGS, 
ETC. 

The Christian young men of Italy are 
coming to the front. A Circolo Diodats 
exists in Naples and Padua ; and in Rone, 
Florence, and other centres, these hopes of the 
future Christianity of Italy are banding toge- 
ther for their own mutual edification and the 
benefit of the sick and outcast population. 

Flourishing mothers’ meetings have been 
organized in quite a number of churches, 
particularly in Rome, under the care of Mrs. 
Piggott and her coadjutors; and an Zvan- 


gelical Educator is now published by Signor 


Garnier, in the interest of our Italian Pro- 
testant school masters. 

It is now a long time since I noticed the 
excellent schools of the late Dr. Desanctis in 
Turin, which continue to prosper under the 
care of his excellent widow, supported by 
Christian friends in England, especially 
among the Quakers. 

PROTESTANTISM IN ROME. 
The most exciting news of late from the 


Eternal City is the opening of the American 
Methodist Episcopal Church for Italian wor. 
shippers, the printing of 50,000 New Testa- | 
ments for the English Baptists there, with a 
copious index and references to the great 
bone of contention between them and other 


‘ 
. 


gain suspended until the necessary enact- 
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Christians ; and the painstaking notice in the 
Roman Commercial Guide-book for 1876 of 
the grounds of difference between the South 


American Baptist Mission — holding close 
communion views — and that of other 


GERMANY. 


[From our own Correspondent. } 
——, Prussia, Feb. 19, 1876. 
THE NEW EOCLESIASTICAL CONSTITUTION. 
The Prussian Charch Constitution, which 
had been discnssed in the General Synod, re- 


ceived the sanction of the King, and was pub- | The eighty Ultramontane members have 


lished as Church law, on the 20th of last 
month. I mentioned in my previous letter 


that the extreme Liberals were organizing op- 


liament had assembled, Dr. Virchow, 
the well-known leaders of the Progressist 
party, asked the Minister for Public Worship | 
whether it was really the intention of the 
‘Government to publish the law without con- 
sulting Parliament, and said that this would 
create great dissatisfaction in the country. 
Dr. Falk replied, the publication had already 


taken place, and it only remained for him to ci 
defend the measure. Those articles which | displ 


require the sanction of Stute legislation re- 


ments have been obtained; but the Church | 
Constitution itself is an ecclesiastical affair, in 
which the Sovereign does not act as political 
ruler of the country, but as supreme head of 
the Church. This position, which the Pro- 
testant igus received at the time of the 
Reformation, is an anomaly in every respect, 


but it would still more become so, and be 


really intolerable, if the Sovereign were no | perial 


longer allowed to act in Church matters ac- 
cording to his conscience and the opinion of 
his spiritual advisers, and be dependent upon 
a political assembly composed, to a great ex- 
tent, of only nominal Protestants, avowed infi-_ 
dels, Roman Catholics, and Jews, Dr. Falk 
very decidedly defended the course already 


taken. The Emperor himself seems to have | perial 


been reluctant to sanction the Constitution in 
its present form. He would, as he expressed 
it on one occasion, have preferred the present 
_ aystem of election for the Synod to remain ; 
but his Majesty yielded to the advice of the 
Ministry and the High Consistory. Now the 
Constitution is law; and those Christians who 
in the General Synod thought it their duty 
to oppose the new electoral system, will do 


their best to make it work well. The Bill } 


which gives the necessary sanction to those ' 
provisions for which a State law is required, 


has been brought in ; but it is difficult as yet 


to foresee what will be its 


party will probably give it their support. 


no way expressed their opinion. 
THE MARRIAGE RITUAL IN PARLI 


Germany; they want people to have “ enthu- 

siasm” for it, although even Dr. Gneist as- 
serted that no one really had. The Emperor, 
some time ago, issued an order that every 


| Emperor 


‘Duchy of Mecklenburg has given them a 


favourable opportunity to complain in Parlia- 


The 
Government, represented by the 
sident of the Imperial Chancery, Dr. 


that therefore in neither case had the Im- 
Government any reason to interfere. 
If in this way the marriage ritual has been 
officially declared to be a purely ecclesias- 
tical question, why has it not been treated as 
such in Prussia? Why was it necessary to 
hurt the feelings of hundreds of Christians / 
About sixty members of the General Synod, 
the Right and the Right Centre, have peti- 
tioned the King to restore the old ritual. 
PAROCHIAL LIBERTY IN MARRIAGES. 
In almost all German churches a mar- 
riage could only be solemnized by the 
clergyman of the parish. If a couple desired 
to have the ceremony performed by another 
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Churches, native and foreign, not excluding 
the Baptist denomination. It seems as if the 
form of Christian baptiem were being need- ) 
, discussion. 
perbaps the extreme Con- 
| servatives, will vote against it; the moderate 
. Conservatives and the bulk of the Liberal 
in 
eee = The Liberal party is not yet satisfied with 
position to it, As soon as the Prussian Par- seeing the civil marriage introduced into 
soldier *nould OF ceive permission | 
marry in case he promised not to neglect 
the religious ceremony at his marriage. ‘This 
order was never published, but it was suffi- : 
ly known to everybody, and very much F 
our “ Liberals.” They, however, | 
| thought it safer not to venture an attack in a 
matter in which the personal feelings of the 
were involved. Now the Grand : 
ment. In that part of Germany the mar- 
riage ritual has not been changed at all, and 
the Grand Duke has publicly given an order 
that he would appoint no official who only 
Im- 
Pre- 
| Del- 
| briick, replied very shortly that the marriage 
ritual was a purely ecclesiastical question, 
aul that the appointment of officials in the 
) different German states was also a question 
| in which these states were sovereign; and 


from all public affairs, there will always re- 
main one great question to solve. When all 


everybody, irrespec- 
opinions, the oath will 


iged solemnly to call on the name of God? 
monarch trust his soldiers, a state 


° 


prison, as in the case of every witness who 
refuses to give evidence. He brought the 
matter before the Court of Appeal, repeating 
that he could not swear, as he did not believe 
in the existence of a personal God; but the 
Court of Appeal only confirmed the sentence ; 
and now Mr. Hoferrichter thought it necessary 
to flee to Austria. 


INDIA. 2 


ance, not only historically and commercially, 
but also from the fact that Christian mis- 
sionaries have met with more success here than 
in any other part of India. { 

Rama, the hero of the ancient epic known 
as the Ramayana, and Hanuman, the monkey 
by whose aid Lunka, or Ceylon, was con- 


god, 


peat 


quered, have a connection with 
Tinnevelly. It has been in the possession 
of the English since 1801, when Nuwib 
Azim-ud-Dowlah formally resigned the go- 
vernment of the Carnatic into the hands of 
the East India Company, in return for a 


thermometer in this district ranges 
70° to 91° indoors, and the heat, though 
a dry and healthy heat ; hence 
vinces in India agree so well with 
constitution. From its black 


F 


sugar obtained from the juice of a 
palm-tree, the palmyra. 
| population is 1,694,000, on an area 


— 
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pay 
Under t | more works towards the of religion 
Church to maintain these old restrictions. 
The Consistory of the Province of Branden- | publi offices me ee 
burg has male a good beginning, by giving | tive of his religious 
fall liberty in Berlin of the choice of any soon be an impossibility. Yet, in our world 
one of the clergymen. of sin, is it possible to live without an oath? 
om acumen. = a witness be believed unless he is 
Our Church has sustained a great loss by | 
the death of Dr. Schian, pastor at Liegnitz. 
of Silesia, in which he lived ; bat there espe- | 
ially hi will always be blessed, as | aot Ge eee 
is required from a Quaker. If, in- 
he with indefatigable zeal organized the work | Quaker or Mennonite says, “ Yes,” 
RELIGIOUS DIFFICULTIES IN THE RHINE in his conscience as if he had sworn. But 
PROVINCE. with the unbeliever it is a different thing. 
I have often mentioned that the struggle | How can this problem be solved? It has 
against Rome has in many instances proved | become a practical one in an instance which 
injurious to the Protestant Church. This | has recently oceurred. Mr. Hoferrichter (Civil 
has again been proved in the Rhine Province..| Registrar in Breslau) was called as a witness. 
Several Roman Catholics, in order to remove | When he declined to swear, he was put into 
them from a sphere where they might 
dangerous, have been appointed inspectors of | 
Pretestant schools! And a decree of the au- 
thorities at Dusseldorf renders each collection | 
for religious objects dependent upon Govern- 
| ment permission. The Government ought 
not to take measures against Rome which 
equally affect our own Church. 
"CHRISTIAN PROGRESS IN TINNEVELLY. 
The presence of the Prince of Wales in| 
Tinnevelly, and the intended appointment 
of the Rev. Dre. Sargent and Caldwell to 
bishoprics in that province, to which we 
| referred J4st month (p. 58), imipart additional | 
interest to the following sketch, which ie 
abridge from the Mission Field. liberal pension. The Nuwabs Muhammed 
The Madras Presidency is divided into| Ali and Amout-ul-Omrah, his predecessors, | 
twenty districts, called collectorates— the | had both been engaged in treasonable com- 
head magistrate and revenue official being ions with Tippa, “the Tiger of My- 
termed a cullector. The collectorate, fre- 
quently called the province, of molt 
Indian peninsula, about 350 miles aw. of 
Madras. It is of great interest and import- 
its sandy plains, Tinnevelly 
GE large quantities of cotton and sugar— 
eat being chiefly sent from Tuticorin, 
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Py 
religion of the aboriginal inhabitants of India, 
still prevails amongst them, and, in a few 
other respecta, they also differ from the Aryan 
invaders — the Brahmans, Chattryas, and 


Vaisyas. They speak the Tamil language, | i 


one of the old Dravidian tongues—a language 


already organized, have become to a certain- 
extent self-reliant, and are learning to depend 
less than they have hitherto done on assist- 
ance from England. Some districts have 
already provided endowments for native 
clergy. It is not too mach to hope (now that 
we have the immediate prospect of the ap- 
pointment of a bishop) that, in God's own 


good time—sooner, perhaps, than we can at 
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present anticipate—the Church in Tinnevelly 
will be officored entirely by native clergy, 
will be independent of pecuniary assistance 


the beginning of the year. The number of 


day-schools, is 7,641. The number of girls in 


girls in school in any 
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of 5,176 square miles, The number per | 
average population of the midland counties 
in England. A large proportion of the in- and will be found sending 
habitants are Shanars, many of whom gain | forth from its midst pious and zealous mis- 
their livelihood by climbing palmyra-trees | sionaries to labour amongst the heathen in its 
every night and morning to obtain the juice | immediate neighbourhood. The men and 
or sap from which sugar is made. A number | means now provided by the zeal and liberality 
of incisions are made near the top of each | of Christians in England will then be set free 
tree; an earthenware pot (chatty) is tied | to help on the good work in other parts of 
underneath each incision, into which the sap | India. The present condition of the whole 
runs. This sap is boiled down, and a coarse | native Church in Tinnevelly is thus stated 
kind of sugar (jaggery) is obtained. in the address presented to the Prince of 
The Shanars are, when compared with the | Wales, on December 10, by Dr. Caldwell, 
Brahmans and Sudras, a simple race, both as | of the Society for the Propagation of the 
regards their habits and in their modes of Gewpdiand De Sargent, of the Church Mis- 
thought. Caste (the great curse of India) has | sionary Society :— 
a comparatively slight hold upon them, and|. “The two great Missionary Societies of the s 
they are easily influenced for good or evil, as Pharch of England labour in this district side : 
all the members of each village community | by side, and exhibit the edifying spectacle of 
have always been aecustomed to follow the | brethren living together and labouring to- 
lead of one or two influential’ persons. Hence | gether in unity. Through the united labours 
it is that whole villages, and not individuals | of the missionaries of those two societies, 
merely, place themselves under Christian in- | Christian congregations have been formed in 
struction at one time. about 600 towns, villages, and hamlets. Those 
: m | congregations contain not one English person i 
or Eurasian, but comprise 60,600. native con- 
verts from idolatry and demonolatry to the 
religion of Christ. These are under the care 
| of about 590 native teachers of various grades, 4 
ea 2 addition to whom we are happy to state 
SN | that there are now in the district fifty-four 
spoken by about 14,500,000 people—in Ma-j native clergymen. It is obviously a very 
dras, in Ceylon, in Burmah, in Mauritius, and | encouraging sign of progress that fifty-four . 
in the West Indies; for, wherever there ig | natives of the district, persons of purely In- 
labour required or money to be earned, there | dian birth and origin, should have been ad- 
the Tamil-speaking people will be found— | mitted by ordination, after due examination, 
not, of course, the Brahmans, who are usually | to the ministry of the Church of England. 
too much hampered by caste to allow of their | In no other part of the modern mission field : 
leaving their native land. In Ceylon alone | es | 
there are more than 700,000 people whoj| worthy of ordination. It is expected also | 
speak the Tamil language. that sixteen persons in addition will be ad- 
Extensive results have followed the preach- | mitted to orders by the Bishop of Madras in 
, ing of the Gospel in Tinnevelly. Thousands | 
have been led to embrace Christianity. They | communicants is 10,378.. The number of : 
belong to our Church, and are under the | boys in the various Christian schools in the ‘ 
charge of clergy connected with the Church | district, including both boarding-schools and 
Missionary Society and with the Society for the | [IIa eee 
Propagation of the Gospel. The native Chris- | our Christian schools, including both classes 
tians, amongst whom Church Councils are | of schools, is 4,674; and though this number 
|-falls short of the number of boys in school, 
it is considerably larger than the number of 
other rural district in 
India. The number of schoolmistresses is | 
140. Amongst the schools for boys the first 
rank is occupied by the boys’ boarding-schools 
and training institutions, established in con- 
nection with each mission for the training up 
of native teachers. Similar schools for girls ; 
4 
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temples and destroyed the idole which had | moter and supporter of female education in 


- 


do, thankful no lives were lost. -Mr. Resyek 


- came up with first two canoe loads of baggage, 


and I with the third. The launch hung upon 
two rocks, fore and aft, leaving three fathoms 
below in middle. As only five of us could 
swim and dive, I remained with her until she 
was prized over the ledge at her bow. 
Although in and under water for about two 
hours, my arms have been sadly blistered by the 
sun, and are very painful to the touch. Being 
a good swimmer, I had no fear for myself, but 
had the launch gone right over, in all human 
probability the loss of several lives would 
have to be deplored. Through mercy we are 
both well and as happy and comfortable as it 
is possible to be in a hut without sides and a 
roof little better than a sieve.” Mr. Clough 
describes a meeting with a party of Hypuri- 
nas, two of whom were entirely destitute of 
clothing, and then adds: “God is very good 
to us. There is no element to discourage, 
everything to be thankful for, and much to 
hope for, for Jesus ‘is our Leader.” 


IN PERII6 IN THE WILDERNESS. 
At a later date Mr. Clough thus writes :-— 


(Mare 1, 


“Through mercy we are both quite well. 
Our stay in this lonely hut is now drawing to 
a close, for on the 6th or 7th inst, the Madei~ 


their lives are at the mercy of men who swoop 
with eagle swiftness from the interior, and blot 
out their existence upoh the river without 
fear of serious retribution. As soon as I 
learned how. matters stood, and after review- 
ing our utter inability to proceed either up or 
down stream without leaving our baggage, 
which would be sure to be plundered and 
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| THE AMAZONS. 
| IN PERILA BY WATER. Solitary hut on the right bank of the Rio 
From the wilds of Amazonis the South| Puris, called Quebubriban, 
| American Missionary Society has good reporta. - River Amazons, South America, 
) Many are the dangers from which its mission- October 4, 1875. 
aries, Mesare. Clough and Resyek, have been 
delivered, both afloat and ashore. Their 
ive a vivid description of mission on the ! 
Amescns, end of the veriows perils through the launch Colibré, is expected from Cana- 
which they have been safely brought. Mr. eahan, by which we hope to proceed to Ter- 
-Clough dates from a solitary, abandoned hut, ruhan. The river has risen several feet, so 
called Quebubriban, about a mile above rapide | ¥¢ believe she will be able to pass the rapids 
same name, Rio Purts, River Amazons, on | Which proved so’ disastrous when we endes- 
the 17th of September last. He writes :-— voured to ascend them. We have had several 
“On Monday, 13th, resumed our voyage visits from traders and rubber collectors pase 
| per steam launch Colibri, arriving same night ing up and down, all of whom appear to regard 
at Jucuri. Left Jucuri on Wednesday, 15th, our mission with a pleasing measure of inte- 
at daylight. About 9 a.m. began to ascend rest. Their crews, composed of Hypurinas 
above-mentioned rapids; unfortunately, the and Pamarys, who are generally so far civil- 
pilot missed the channel, and, striking a rock, ized as to wear clothes, usually followed their 
the launch swung round and nearly capsized, | ™asters, and after staring about, touching 
: the engineer jumping overboard as she heeled everything, and I fear in « few instances be- 
over, and narrowly escaping drowning ; the traying their element of adhesiveness in « 
| poor fellow feared the boiler would explode. more practical than agreeable manner, seemed 
Our baggage was disembarked chiefly upon a to take to us kindly. It was not till after we 
small rocky islet near the right bank, and had settled down two or three days, I learned 
partly in our own canoe. The commander of why our hut had been abandoned. Reports are 
the launch declined to make another attempt contradictory, but all agree as to the main 
until next month, when the river is expected | {et In August a party of Hypurinas came 
| to rise, and asked me to stay at the place to the clearing, either for the purpose of beg- 
where we now sojourn. This I consented to | #°8 % trading. Unfortunately, a Brazilian 
woods, and through some cause—doubtless 
4 misunderetanding the intentions of his visitors 
—he became frightened and discharged a gun 
at one of the Indians, who, it is said; was in 
the act of drawing an arrow upon him. In the 
good providence of God no harm resulted, but 
the youth, properly judging his life then in 
| | peril, dived into the woods, with which he : 
was familiar, and escaped. The Indians de- 
_ clare their intentions were friendly, and had 
_ they intended to kill, the youth could easily 
| : have been overtaken, captured, and their pur- 
| . pose accomplished; as it was, they imme- 
= diately departed, took nothing, and reported 
to their Tuchaua, or chief. The affair has 
| caused much uneasiness, because traders know 
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carried into the forest, I determined to remain 
here at all hazards save actual menace of life, 
and wait the arrival of means of conveyance 
to our destination.” 
VOICES OF THE FOREST. 

“For several days nothing occurred to dis- 
tarb our peace of mind. At night we retired 
under our mosquito nets, lit our candles, and 
read and conversed, and prayerfully discussed 
in what manner we should carry the Gospel 
to the heathen, grateful to our Heavenly 
Father for delivering us from the many perils 
to which we are exposed. I would mention 
that we are living in a thatched hut built 
upon stakes, our floor rising six feet from the 
ground—this, by the way, being composed of 
slippery balf-rounds of split pashiuba palms— 
and as no walls obstruct our vision, the rain 
sometimes blows through from one side to the 
other. The forest is very wild, and often- 
times at night we hear the jaguar’s sullen 
grow! round us, howling of Guariba monkeys, 


and noises, whether from birds or beasts we | 
cannot say. All day long the woods are in a | i 


perfect uproar, the most familiar cries coming 
from the monkey, sloth, macaw, parrot, par- 


roquet, japim, bem te vi (Portuguese for‘ leew.) 


you,’ words the bird really seems to pro- 
nounee), taucan, and campanero, or bell bird. 
This last emits a series of beautiful silvery 
notes as thcugh ing froma bell. As 
I pen these lines I hear one striking ten, and 
I am fain to leave off and listen. One morn- 
ing my colleague saw a banded corral snake 
glide from the folds of his curtain; momen- 
tary apprehension was no wise diminished by 
our knowledge that its bité is soon fatal, but 
God is at hand, we know in whom we trust, 
and we biess‘and praise Him, for ‘ His mercy 
endureth for ever.’” 

“. IM PERILS BY THE HEATHEN. 


“One day my colleague saw five men pad- 
dling down stream in a bark canoe, and we 
were annoyed to find that, instead of coming 
to our landing-place, they shot under some 
overhanging bushes and remained hidden from 
view. They knew they had been seen, but 

istently remained quiet—a proceeding 
which boded nothing favourable, and gave 
rise to unpleasant conjectures as to their in- 
tentions. We sang out, but as no reply was 
made, we fired a couple of guns and waited. 
By-and-by a sound as of chopping wood was 
heard, and knowing it to be a signal of ap- 
proach, we called again, elicited a response, 
per immediately afterwards a nude Hypurina 
walked briskly up, with a few turtle eggs in a 
basket. The man had a large tergado or 
sabre knife, which he held aloft in his right 
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hand, possibly more on the defensive than 
offensive; by way of encouragement, how- 
ever, I met him unarmed. He was evidently 


have been mistaken for a member of the other 
sex. We could not make out why the chiefs 


would not approach, and, suspicion awakened, 


likely return the way they had come. Our 
thoughts were, they might imagine we be- 
longed to those with whom a part 


be dreaded than any other tribe on the Purfs. 
The Pamarys are usually quiet and docile, 
but easily aroused and reckless. About a 
couple of years ago a party of the latter killed 
a Brazilian and his wife who had settled lower 
down the river on this bank, and cut off their 
heads, and smoke-dried them to preserve as. 
trophies; hence certain sections are not reli- 
able; indeed, one has to be very chary in 
dealing with people who are tempted to mur- 
der for the sake of a brass button. Last 
Tuesday three traders arrived from above, 
and stated that all stations south of Terruhan 
had been abandoned by whites, who, with 
friendly Indians, were fleeing before Hypurina 
warriors now on the war track. It is said 
some hundreds are preparing to descend and 
exterminate the hated Brancos and friendlies — 
found south of the station mentioned. This 
po ay deter, but rather stimulates us to 

; for surely it is time these ruthless 
whoee habitations are those of blood- 


, 
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convertible to one of attack, but by smiling 
and addressing him in a friendly tone, the 
weapon was gradually lowered, and the fol- 
lowing volunteered in his own language, for 
he knew nothing of the Lingoa Geral or of 
Portuguese. My colleague, who has picked 
up several words, conversed. ‘ Yes, there were 
five in the conoe; two are tuchduas (chiefs). 
They will not approach. Here are some 

eggs for you. I know the persons you men- 
tion. I will bring you a tartle. I want a 
ket I will not stay!’ and off he went. He 
was a fine limbed young man, of about two- 
_and-twenty, copper-coloured, and as his hair 
| was rather long, at a distance he might readily 
D owards even- 
ng we walked through the woods to the 
water's edge, and found the frail bark skiff 
mee indicating our visitors were in the 
neighbourhood, or, at any rate, would most 
tribe had had a rencontre, and thus seek re- 
venge ; but nothing has happened hitherto, 
though we ere ever on our guard by day and 

night.” 

PROSPECTS AND HOPES. 
“The Hypurinas are warlike, and more to 
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shed and cruelty, should be taught to look unto 
Him who is meek and lowly in heart, and 


which no man shall see the Lord! Is it to 
be I sometimes feel depressed 
and faint-hearted with the magnitude of the 
work before us? When I consider the in- 


MISCELLANEOUS FOREIGN INTELLIGEN CE. 


Tae Propossp or JOAN oF 
Arc.—A Timea’ at Rome an- 
nounces that the chief object of Monseigneur 
Dupanloup’s visit to the Vatican is to make 
arrangements for the canonization of Joan of 
Arc. In a leading article commenting or 
the proposal our contemporary observes : We 
believe the French nation, if it is stirred 


by. It is not necessary to transport her into 


a present with which she can have no real 
concern, however much the pretence of it 
may be needed for the success of Monseigneur 
Dupanloup’s project. We know the Chutch 
of Rome claims still the same position as of 
old, and that she claims it under the same 
title, But the world around her has changed, 
even if she has remained unaltered. She 
cannot lightly, and at -her pleasure, bridge 
over the gulf of centuries, or without incon- 
gruity surround past figures with the circum- 
stances of modern life. But it is useless to 
grumble at any want of true historical spirit 
in a Church which can always supply any 
deficient facts out of its inner consciousness. 
When we listen to the words of the more 
eloquent of Ler modern apostles, when we 
find asserted on her behalf the claim of es- 
sential unity, when we read that she alone is 
the link between the most distant times, the 
pervading spirit that gives a plan and a 
meaning to the troubled course of the world’s 
history, we need not be at any loss to know 
how the words are to be interpreted in un- 
adorned prose. They imply merely that 
their venerated object is a creature of remote 
antiquity. They fail to show for what use- 

ful purpose her existence has been prolonged 


_ into our own times. If we wished proof 
_ that her mission Was over, we might find it! 


dominions so long without rival? Let 
hear the voice of the Omnipotent : ‘ Be still, 
and know that I am God.’” 


reason, well entitled to the place they fill 
It is a pity that she should seek to swell their 
number by very much more doubtfal additions, 
or should make her latest interpolations most 
clearly from some other than purely spiritual 
motives. Joan of Arc will be always a 
name of renown in French annals. If her 
memory serves to foster any latent grudge be- 
tween France and England, we are sorry it 
should beso abused. We long ago forgave the 
victories she gained at our expense, the more 
readily since we have profited by them at least 
as much as her own Her lot in 
poetry has been less favourable, though her 
story would seem one that should lend itself 
very readily to artistic treatment. But most 
unfit of all for her is the new ‘prospect which 
Monseigneur Dupanloup is opening out. In- 
genious as we may think the proposal, it can 
bring no real credit or accession of fame to the 
French heroine, or, what is more to the pur- 
pose, to its astute contrivers and to the cause 
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| | struments, I despair, but when with the eye — 
| find rest unto their souls, Here are thousands | issue. Who shall go forth and conquer the 
. whose feet run to evil, and make haste to shed | hearts of these untutored heathen? Who 
blood ; without Christ, having no hope, with- has power to beat down the bulwarks of sin 
| out God in the world. Without Christ! No | which have stood untouched since man first 
hope! What an abyss separates those in | startled these bosky glades with his voice? 
| 
is compelled to 
resort to stimulate the flagging devotion of 
her followers, and in the poor success with 
which even these tricks are performed. She 
has names in her hagiology whose greatness 
is beyond all question, and who are, for every 
any feeling in the Wi gui 
by a more correct instinct than that to which 
Monseigneur Dupanloup would appeal. It is 
| surely enough to regard Joan of Arc as a 
great figure in centuries that have long gone 
they are endeavouring to serve. 
DemMoNsTRATION aT BRUSSELS. 
—M. Anspach, the Burgomaster of Brussels, 
recently delivered a lecture at the Association 
Libérale (the Liberal Electioneering Club) on | 
“ The Political Consequences of the Papal In- 
fallibility Dogma.” The audience was very 
| numerous, and was composed of what may be 
: called the élite of the citizens of Brussels. 
The Burgomaster said that in the present 
: grave and perilous circumstances all those 
a who can resist the clerical torrent should 
; energetically do their duty. Neyer before 
did the Belgian clergy show a greater hos- / 
tility to the constitutional institutions of the 
, country, Though the Catholic majority in 
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Fatherland will 
ite children ready able to protect it 
m such ignominy, shame, and disgrace ; 
will be to those who 

, order, and pro- 
enthusiastically 


to 
July, 1876, 
Congress of all Humane Societies and those 
institutions which favour experiments in that 
praiseworthy direction, for the progress and 
improvement of all such institutions, and the 
means of saving life. To this are 
invited—{1) the representatives of all Ha- 
mane Societies and maritime institutions; 
may illustrate some of 


thropists feeling an interest in Humane Soci 
admission must be made in registered letters 
to the Presidente della Societd Ligure di Sal- 
vamento, Genova (Italia). Sach requests must 
come to hand before the end of May, 1876. 
Tas Jesurr Convent at Rome AND THE 
Victor Liprary.—The Roman 
Correspondent of a daily journal writes: Signor 
Raffaelo Bonghi (Minister of Public Instrne- 
tion) has recently accomplished, or rather is 
accomplishing, a great and very multifold 
work, in turning the huge Collegio Komano, 
the great Jesuit convent out of which the 
fathers of the company were ousted more than 
@ year-ago, into an establishment devoted to 
very much the same purposes as the British 
Museum, One would have thought that the 
secularization of the convents would have pro- 
duced such a glut of public buildings in Rome 
that it woald have been difficult to find uses 
for them. Bat such is far from being 
the case. And Signor Bonghi has been very 
fortunate—and, one may truly say, the nation 
with him—in that he has managed to obtain 
possession of perhaps the biggest prize of the 
whole lot, the immense Collegio Romano. A 
great variety of different museums and collec- 
tions, all more or less directly ministering to 
the work of the public education, have been 
and are being established in some part or 
other of its four vast storeys. But my pre- 
sent object is to speak of the library—a spe- 
cial and important modification of the rules 
for the use of which has just been promal- 
gated. The Victor Emmanuel Library—such 
is the style and title of the new institut’sn 
which is to be the national library of icaly— 


| occupies the principal portion of the first and. 
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the Chambers show moderatior. the militant 
Catholic party—the clergy and the press— 
act with unheard-of violence. Attacks on | fro 
civil marriage, pilgrimages, jubilee proces- 
sions, legacy hunting, the multiplication of 
miraculous ecstasies,—al) 
means are used to stir the | cheered at the conclusion of his address.) 
ignorant masses against Prorosep Cononess or Humane Soct- 
This agitation dates | etrzs.—We learn that the Humane Society 
of the Papal Infalli- 
1870. In the Catholic Uni- 
«teaching quite contrary 
alone possesses the right of education in all 
schools—a right which she can never abdi- 
cate ; that the right of forming associations is 
subject to the supervision 
all | 
all 
be 
of 
obedience to the teaching of the Church. 
The purpose of such teaching is plain. The 
general aims of Rome are to be understood 
from the last Concordat with the Republic of 
Ecuador, whieh forbids all other worship but 
the Roman Catholic, and places all education 
in the hands of the clergy. If the same Con- 
cordat were to be made with Belgium as with 
Ecuador, we should have ecclesiastical courts 
quite independent of the civil courts for the 
exclusive trial of accused ecclesiastics and of 
family affairs; the clergy and clerical institu- 
tions would be exempt from taxes ; arrests 
and seizures in clerical buildings could be 
| effected only with the episcopal permission ; 
and the tithes and the requisilions could be 
re-established. Rome is always and every- 
where the same, and if she could she would = 
do in Belgium what she does in Ecuador. 
The proclamation of the Infallibility dogma 
means war ty modern civilization, and espe- 
cially to the institutions of Belgium. Now, 
if he (the Burgomaster) were asked whether 
the Belgian clergy will succeed in their en- 
deavour, he would answer, Never! (Here 
the Burgomaster was interrupted by long and 
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second floors of the building. The collection 
now consists of about 400,000 volumes, and 
Signor Castellani, the very competent and 
zealons librarian, tells me that he estimates 
the capacity of the locale assigned to him as 
reception of about 300,000 more. 


equal to the 
A new is being built on the 


model of that at the National Library in 
Paris, in the courtyard of the Collegio. 

M Moopy Saxyxsy mm New 
Y — The opening services by Merers. 


Moody and Sankey took place in the Hippo- 
drome, in this city, on Monday evening last, 
and were full of encouragement. Both the 
halls were full to overflowing, about 11,000 


petzons having been present, and many thou- 
sands being unable to gain admittance. Mr. 


To the most important matter which en- 
gaged the attention of Convocation at its 
recent meeting we have adverted at an earlier 
page of our present number. This had refer- 
ence to the Old Catholic Conference at Bonn. 


The Bishop of Winchester having moved that 


the resolutions adopted at this Conference con- 
cerning “the Eternal Procession of the Holy 
Ghost” be referred to the Committee of the 
Lower House on Intercommunion with the 
Eastern Churches, expressed the hope which 
he felt that the movement in which that con- 
ference had originated would be productive of 
the hest results by promoting a reformation 
and union the ancient Eastern and 
other Churches. “I think,” said his lord- 
ship, “it is the greatest and most bopeful : 
movement which has taken place since the 
Reformation of the sixteenth century.” The 
motion was seconded and ultimately adopted. 
The following observations were made in the 
course of the discussion :-— 

The Bishop of Llandaff: I should be ex- 
tremely happy to concur in any resolution 
expressive of our great longing for unity, and 
also in any vote expressive of our esteem for 
Dr. Déllinger and others who have devoted 
themselves to this subject; but I could not 
sign the resolutions [adopted by the Bonn 
Conference}. It appears to me that the prin- 
ciple on which we should go with regard to 
Continental Churches is, that we should not 


. endeavgur to proselytize, but that we should 


endeavour to purify those Churches from ‘the 
corruptions which, in the tourse of time, we 


believe to have grown up in them. 


the Bishop of Llandaff; for, desiring most 
heartily that there should be as much as pos- 
sible the spirit of real Christian unity through- 
out the world, I did not think it was quite 
the right way to begin by even appearing to 
pledge oneself to certain very obscure and 
difficult propositions. I do not suppose that 
those who signed that paper did intend to 
pledge themselves to these propositions; in 
fact, I feel conginced that they did not. But 
I thought that they might be misunderstood, 
and that it was better for me in some other 
way to show my desire for real unity through- 
out the Christian world. I have only one 
difficulty about all these discussions, but it is 
a somewhat grave one. It is this: that, de- 
siring most heartily that there should be 
union, and looking upon the divisions which 
separate Christians as a great stumbling-block 
in the way of the of our Heavenly 
Master's kingdom, I naturally feel more with 
regard to those divisions which separate us 
from those with whom we are by nationality 
and by language, and by the country in which 
we live, connected, than with regard to those 
divisions which separate us from persons who 
are at a very great distance locally. 1 cannot 
help thinking that the very greatest desire in 
the heart of every Englishman should be, 
that those who speak the English language — 
and believe in the‘same Gospel should, if 
possible, be united in their efforts'to pro- 
mote their Redeemer’s kingdom. I think 


\ 


| Moody's sermon, which is considered by many 
| superior to any former one, was delivered in 
) the lange hall, and was based on the inspited 
| words, “ But God hath chosen the weak things 
! of the world to confound the things which 
are mighty.” In the small hall eervices were 
| conducted by the Reva. Dr. Hall and Dr. Ste- 
phea H. Tyng, jun. We understand that 
hereafter there will be noon meetings in the 
Fourth Avenue Hall, and the regular evening 
| services at eight o'clock every eveniug. Ar- 
| rangements are also making for Bible meet- 
‘ings at fuur o'clock in the afternoon. The 
‘inquiry work will be conducted by two 
“general directors and sixteen class leaders, 
the latter being assisted by a band of twelve 
fourteen helpers.—Jntelligencer, Feb. 10. 
Home Intelligence. 
THE ARCHBISHOP OF CANTERBURY OW The President : I, like the Bishop of Lian- 
CHRISTIAN UNION. daff, found myself unable to sign the peper 
which was submitted to me by persons I have 
& great respect for, and the reason for that 
was very much the same which influenced 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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the practice of hiding sins and faults beneath 
the shield of a conventional verbiage, which 


showed that men had been gradually bring- i 


ing themselves to look with less severity 
sin as sin, The remedy for much of 
perplexity which existed at the present 
in the minds of Christians, as well as 
low standard into which even Evan- 
Christians had been gradually drifting, 
be ina 


would ask the audience to join ina 


the Book of Common 
Edward Garbett also read a paper upon the 
same subject. In the Canon Fre- 


mantle presided, and addresses on the “ Priest- 
hood of Christ” were delivered by the Revs. 
C. D. Marston, Canon Brooke, Mr. Ryle, and 
others. 

On the following day, Prebendary Auriol 
@gain presided. The subject for the morning 
conference was “The Presence of the Holy 
Ghost in the Church.” It was opened by a 
paper read by Canon Reeve. Prebendary 
Cadman, Canon Fremantle, and others, also 
spoke upon the topic. In the evening the 


subject was “The Inner Life and the Out- 


ward Walk of the Christian.” Canon Con- 


- way and others were the speakers. At the 


. their noble building 


mate of liabilities was 8,650,000L, but these 
have reached 11,600,0002. The expenses 
proper of the Commission have not, they say, 
exceeded Mr. Gladstone’s estimate of 20,0000. 
per annum. 3 
ST. PAUL’S CATHEDRAL AND SALISBURY 
CATHEDRAL 
are said to be the only two Cathedrals in 
England which do not possess a peal of bells. 
The Dean and Chapter of the former are 
making an effort to supply the deficiency in 
at an estimated cost of 
6,8001. for bells and chimes. Sir Christopher 
Wren, when building the Cathedral, provided 
a tower for the bells, which has not hitherto 
THE LATE DR. JABEZ BURNS. 

The Rev. Jabez Burns, p.p., 1LD., the 
esteemed minister of Church Street Chapel, 
Edgware Road, London, passed from the scene 
of his labours on January 31, in the seventieth 
year of his age. Dr. Burns had Jong been 
an ornament of the General Baptist denomi- 
nation. He was born at Oldham, and was 
associated in early life with the Wesleyan 
Methodists, At the age of sixteen he de- 
livered his first public address to a small 
company in a Methodist house 
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DEVOTIONAL CONFERENCE. close of the conference some telling remarks 
| A conference of members of the Church of were made by Mr. Bourdillon, Incumbent of 
| England was held at St. James's Hall on the St. Mark's, Brighton. 
. 10th and 11th ult. It was preceded by the | PRESBYTERIAN MISSION. 
| sdministration of the Lord's Supper at St. An eight days’ mission in London churches 
Margaret’s Church, Westminster. The Rev. within the bounds of the English and United 
Prebendary Aariol presided, and in his open- | Presbyterian Presbyteries was held from Sun- 
ing address made an impressive allusion to | day, the 13th, to Monday, the 2ist ult, the 
his old friend, the Rector of Ore, near Has- | whole concluding with a general meeting on 
tings, the late Dr. Fearon, as “ the special | Tuesday, the 22nd ult. In connection with 
friend of dear Richard Cecil,” and one who | each Church two mission preachers were ap- 
survived to « very advanced age as a link | pointed, and in some cases there was a special 
service for persons of some particalar clase. 
In combining for this particular work, the 
English Presbyterian and the United Presby- 
_terian Churches anticipate, in some sense, their 
union, which is expected to be consummated 
in May next. 
| THE IRISH CHURCH TEMIORALITIES. 
| The Commissioners of Church Temporal- 
_ ities in Ireland, in their report to the end of 
mature and character of sin. he nev. December last, say that their ultimate surplus 
Canon Ryle read a long and able paper on “ The | will be something over 5,000,000U. sterling, 
ra Nature of Sin.” He condemned most earnestly | and they account for this being less than Mr, 
Church Bill by stating that the changes made 
Pes” it, when passing, caused additional compen- 
gations to the extent of 2,950,000/. sterling 
under the headings of compensations to cur- 
ates, bishops, advowsons, bonus on commuta- 
tion, and succession claims. The original esti- 
| niession from the daily service in | 
| 
| 
| 
| 
EEE 
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and from that time he never ceased his perse- 
vering efforts to bring men to the Saviour. 
Having laboured for some years in Scotland, 
he became, when in the thirtieth year of his 
age, the minister of Church Street Chapel, 


Edgware Road, and this post he filled till his 


death. Dr. Burns was a voluminous writer 
on religious and social subjects, and an able 
preacher and platform speaker, and was widely 
known throughout the United Kingdom and 
America. He was also well known as an 
advocate of the Temperance cause. 


A remarkable narrative appears in a Philadelphia paper, signed by the Rev. Philip 
Berry. It is, in substance, as follows: About twenty-five years ago a company of young 
men started out from Damascus, headed for Jerusalem. They had not gone far before a 
band of armed horsemen surrounded them, and ordered a halt. The leader said the caravan 
might move on, unhurt and unarmed, if they would deliver up one of their number, a young 
man named Randall, who should not suffer if he would come along with them peacefally. 
These terms, though hard, were acceded to, and the last look his companions had of him was 
to see him mounted on a fine horse, attended by the gay horsemen of the Bedouin Sheik of 
the Le Arish tribe, which tribe usually winter in the neighbourhood of Damascus, and in the 
summer move south and east over the great plain, seeking pasturage and water for their 
flocks and herds. The young man was taken to the Sheik’s tent, and, to his surprise, found 
a magnificent entertainment awaiting him. What does it all mean? Arzalia, the Sheik’s 
daughter, has seen the young man, and fallen passionately in love with him, and this is the 
wedding feast. The young man and Arzalia are married. There was no escape for him. His 
tent was guarded by night, and his person watched by day, Jest he should escape; and this 
guard was kept over him for years. He and Arzalia, however, seemed happy; children — 
were born to them, and their domestic life was marked by kindness, courtesy, and true 
affection. Randall rapidly acquired the Arabic language; his wife as readily mastered the 
English. Their children were taught in both languages. The inquiry naturally arises, 
who was this Randall? In Oneida County, New York State, lives bis father, who has 
never seen the face of his son. This father is now a man of some seventy years, who was 
brought up smong the Indians, and has travelled again and again with the hunters of his tribe 
over the entire Mississippi Valley in search of fish and game. At the age of twenty-one the 
chief of his tribe said: “ You had better return to the white people, for among them you can 
be more of a man than among the Indians.” He returned, married a Welsh lady for his 
wife, and, while she was on a visit to her rel in Wales, this son was born. The mother 
dying soon after his birth, he remained until manhood with his kindred in Wales, and was 
taking a trip through Syria, previous to his return to America, when he was captured by the_ 
Sheik and compelled to marry his daughter. His mother was a Baptist, and he, before he 
left Wales for the Orient, was baptized. When he was admitted to the Sheik’s family, they 
had to receive his religion as well as his person. Through him his wife became a Christian ; 
his father-in-law became a patron of. his son-in-law’s faith ; his children were brought up in 
“the fear of the Lord ;” his son has become Sheik of the tribe, his father-in-law having 
died. All the surrounding tribes have become favourable to the new religion, and have 
pledged their swords in its defence. Many have been baptized ; hundreds of children have 
been taught the new religion. Persecution has followed from the Mohammedans, in one case, 
even to death; but this has been unable to stay the work, which, we are told, continues 


to grow. 
PERSIA. 


The Rev. R. Bruce has just returned to Ispahan, carrying with him the instructions 
of the Church Missionary Society to give effect to the resolution at which they arrived, 
during his stay in this country, to establish a mission in Persia. The missionary agency 
hitherto at work in that Jand has until Jately been confined to the evangelization of that 
’ gmall portion of the population who are Nestorians. Work among the Mohammedans (so 
long rendered impossible by the stern law of the Koran, which pronounces the penalty of 
death on these who renounce its creed) is now contemplated. Indeed, it is already begun. 
Mr. Bruce, who Jeft India for Persia in 1869, intended to make only a temporary stay 
there. He was, however, detained by the famine—the horrors of which he did much to 
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a change of heart. In 1870 Mr. Bruce was led to establish himself at Iepahan, the 
former capital of Persia, and he took up his residence in Julfs, its Armenian suburb, in the 
midst of the once flourishing but now decayed Armenian colony. Here he has succeeded in 
establishing a school, at which there has been an average attendance of 150 boys, of whom 
the majority are the children of Armenian Christians, with a few Mohammedans, whose 
numbers at different times have ranged from seven to thirty. For the charge of this school 
the services have been secured of Mr. Carapet Johannes, an Armenian of Julfa, trained in 
England. A second native agent associated with Mr. Bruce is Mr. Melcom, also of 
Armenian parentage, trained at the Basle Missionary Institution. Another agency established 
_ by Mr. Brace in Julfa is an orphanage, containing some thirty inmates rescued from the 
famine. Not the least important part of Mr. Brace’s work has been the revision of 
Martyn’s New Testament. The Church Missionary Society has issued i 
on behalf of the new mission. 


INDIA. 
The Rev. W. Johnson, of Allepie, in Travancore, reports 116 baptisms in the past 
' year, the majority being adults. Many of these belong to the sect or clan called Cannar 
Palayans, whole families of whom have embraced Christianity. The converts at Allepiec 
' now number 832. Much good has been done by three special mission weeks, in which 
tk native clergymen and evangelists took part—Church Missionary Gleaner. 
JAPAXK. 
. Demolished Boddhist temples in Japan have lately contributed to the erection of the 
. best church in the country. The pews, pulpit, and communion-table of the Reformed Mission 
- Church, recently opened, were made from wood that came from demolished temples. 
| AFRICA: 
| Some interesting journals have been received from the native agents of the Church 
: Missionary Society at Ibadan, in the Yoruba country, extracts from which are published in 
; the Church Missionary Intelligencer. Of the baptism, previously announced, of old Mele, 
once an influential chief, we ha It is mentioned as a remarkable fact 
that the Mohammedan head chief of Ibadan was instrumental in the conversion of Mele. 


: - “™ Had a missionary been here before I became a Mohammedan, I would surely have joined 
myself to Christianity. I si y wish you to join yourself to it; you will then find 
that the Word of God is true.” On the following Sunday, to the astonishment of the 
ion, Mele presented himself at both church and Sunday-school; he 
brought all his idols and charms to Mr. Olubi, the native pastor; began family 
his own house ; and now, after two years’ consistent life, witnessing abundantly to 
of the work of grace in his heart, his faith has been i 
scene as described by Mr. Samuel Johnson, a nati ; i 
see old Mele kneeling before the font with a sweet smile over his bright face, while 
sacred rite was in administering. To think of his past when he was at the 


of career 

the army, acting under the first Bashorun, the greatest chief Ibadan ever had, and w 
favourite he was, and to contrast it with his present life, we cannot but give God the 

He was once, for about twenty years or more, the second man in the town after the head 
chief, to whom all bow in submission; but from adverse circumstances he lost his position, 
and fell into extreme poverty. All were struck with the humble manner this once inveterate 
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ft mitigate—and other circumstances. Since his arrival in Persia Mr. Brace has found that, so 

+ | far from the door being altogether closed to the Mohammedans, he enjoyed great freedom of 

. | intercourse with them, many of all classes being glad to exchange visite with him, and thus 

affording him great opportunities for pressing upon them the claims of the Gospel. The result 

| of this intercourse has been that several professed their faith in Christ, some twenty-three 

| of whom were baptized, and although many of these did not afterwards witness a good con- 
fession, there is still a remnant who, although not free from many infirmities, give evidence 

/ 
/ 

On the latter uttering fierce threats against the native Christians in his presence, he said, 
enemy of the Gospel, who had exerted all his influence to overthrow Christianity, now knelt 
before the baptismal font, with a heart full of joy, receiving the holy rite from one whose 
labours he had used his endeavours to overthrow. In his last effort before he was changed 
from « Sayl to a Paul, I was present at the Kakanfo’s, when, with a heart full of malice and 
wickedness, he was breathing out his threats, and said, ‘If all my people are not forbidden 
to come to the house of God, I will enter the eburch with # drawn sword, and will kill one- 

’ 
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can come and order the burial of my dead body.’ With the same mouth be made his vows 
to-day, and after the baptiom he said,‘ To-day I am become a Christian.’ After the service 
the Christians went home with him, and offered prayers with him, returning thanks to the 
great God who wrought about his conversion. After the prayers every one tendered him 
his congratulations, and they returned congratulating each other, and giving thanks to God 
for his conversion. One of his sons received baptism next after him. This is the Lord's 
doing, it is marvellous in our eyes.” | | 
We hear with much concern of a renewal of persecution at Bonny. Several converts 
have been beaten and pat im irons for attending the church services, and one has been 
brutally put to death. We hope to give im our next some account of the persecution, and 
especially of the faithfulness unto death of this first martyr of the Bonny mission. Mean- 
while, the native minister, the Rev. F. W. Smart, earnestly begs our prayers. 
Twenty-four African converts were baptized by the Rev. V. Faulkner at Ebute Meta, near 
Lagos, on October 24. They came from sixteen different parts of the surrounding country. 
We quote the above from the Church Missionary Gleaner, which also reports the baptism 
by the Rev. James Johnson, native pastor of Breadfruit Church, Lagos, of twenty adult 
converts. Two of them had been Mohammedans. Mr. Johnson writes: “Several 
Mohammedans are prevented from embracing Christianity by the fear of man. Children 


of the widow and orphan, the sick and the dying, or those overtaken by any sudden 
calamity. - The visitors, besides this, see that the children in their several districts attend 
the village school. Our purpose is to win over, by kind attentions and showing personal 
interest in their weliare, the many who never enter our chapels; 


arches may be seen in their willingness to establish the 
illi probably only a few have advanced 


A of 
gladdened by the birth of a first-born child, then,’ said he, ‘bring a thank-offering 
Sabbath as you enter the courts of your God.’ T it i 

’ man urging the scriptural principle of Sabbath offerings for the cause of God, especially as 
I was only conversing with him last December on the best mode of giving to the Lord.” 

CHILI. 

From Santiago the Rev. J. Roe writes to the South American Missionary Society, stating 
that the Bible-stall there had not been so successful as could be wished. Not, however, from 
any opposition, but frem the fact that the exhibition is rarely visited by the people on the 
week days. On Sanday the average number of' visitors ie about 10,000, while on the week 


f 
/ 


have been flogged by their Mohammedan parents for coming to our church service at the 
invitation of some Christian friend. Mohammedan young men are afraid to be seen by 
their elders walking with Christians.” 
MADAGASCAR. 

The Rev. E. H. Stribling, of the London Missionary Society, writes from Vonizongo 
(a district about forty miles from the north-west of the capital of Madagascar), stating that 
the past year there witnessed a farther advance in Christian usefulness than any previous one. 
A plan for systematic benevolence has been started with success. The church members 
also undertake to teach not only such of their fellow-members as are unable to read, but 
also the adult portion of the congregation in each town. The above and similar schemes 
are thus described: “ Every intelligent member selecting two or three of the non-members 
who may be willing to learn, the pastor of each church is to give me a list of the scholars, 
and_ I am to see what progress has been made at the end of the year. All the churches in 

West Vonizongo have also formed a district visiting society for the special object of inviting 
their neighbours and others who do not attend the Sunday services; also to visit the homes 
must ere long realize berieficial results from this new plan of Christian work. Another 
large conference recently held, it was unanimously resolved to adopt the weekly offering 
plan of collecting money in our churches. At this meeting my chief pastor, Rainisos, 

gave a stirring address, urging all to adopt this mode of supporting Christian efforts for the 
: good of our fellow-men. He especially dwelt upon the fact that the plan is according to 

Scripture, and quoted Paul’s words, 1 Cor. xvi. 2. ‘If you have bad a successful week at 

the market,” said he, ‘and have realized extra profits from the sale of your pigs or oxen, | 

give a large sum to the weekly offering box next Lord’s-day. If you have cecently expe- 

| 
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days it is scarcely 100, As the stall cannot be opened for the sale of Scriptures on the 
Lord’s-day, the receipts have necessarily been small. Here, as in all other Roman Catholic 
countries, the day specially set apart by God to be spent in His service is devoted to pleasure- 
seeking and making unballowed gains. Many English houses have suffered because they 
nobly refuse to work their machinery on that day. 


A Popular Accownt of Dr. Livingstone's Expedi-  tolical Succession, the Sacraments, Trivialities, 

tion to the Zambesi and its Tributaries. London: | gag Essentials.” These bare words, with « 
John Marray. preface and conclasion, form but a meagre and 
Lx the new series of “Choice Travels,” issued | unattractive table of contents, and may probably, 
by Mr. Murray, to which these volumes belong, | in some cases, repel those who open the book 
none deserve « higher place than the records | from reading it. If so, they will miss the coo- 
here presented of the missionary and philan- | clusions of a mind of wide-spread observation 
thropic adventures of David Livingstone. They | and experience in English religious society, upon 
are too well known and appreciated to require | certain theological qaestions,of present interest 
more than such brief commendation to the | _ conclusions all the more likely to receive at- 
reader's notice as may be suggested by the form | tention if it be known that they are written 
in which they now make their appearance. This from a lay and from an independent stand -point. 
is compact and inexpensive ; bat though the The writer appears to be neither a clergyman 
page and print are somewhat smaller than in the | nor 4 minister, but a lady, who has brought to 
original editions, neither is diminutive, and there | the execution of her task not only all that keen 
volume has a map, and between forty and fifty | of expressing what she has seen and thought 
well-executed engravings. The doctor's first | which will command the respect of all who 
work, comprising the history of his earlier | fc] the importance of the themes on which 
labours and travels, extending over a period of | .h6 writes. 

sixteen years, is given without an apparent cur-| The author tells us that she is indebted for 

tailment. His second book is here abridged her knowledge of true religion to so many dif- 


_ from the larger work. This contains his account | ferent sections of the Church of Christ that she 


of the discovery of Lakes Shirwa and Nyassa, | has experienced a great desire to impart some of 


_ and extends over a period of eight years of ad- | the distinctive instruction she has thus gained. 
_ wenture beyond that narrated in the first volume. She expresses her belief that to each of these 


These works will always possess a deep interest | bodies has been committed some special aspect of 
for every Englishman and philanthropist ; but | the truth, and that the Church of God hasneed 
that interest is enhanced at the present moment of all these truths, and of every aspect of them. 
by simultapeous movements from different quar- | « My ultimate object, however,” the suthor 
ters for the introduction of Christianity and | gy, ‘was the promotion of Charch-fellow- 
civilization to Equatorial Africa. We may add, | ,hin; and the objections to this that would be 
that we have here a record of character as well | made by exclusive Christians of various opinions 
as of adventure ; for those noble qualities of | arose in my mind ; and I felt to mest, and, so 
mind and heart with which the Giver of every far as might be, to answer them, would be the 
good and perfect gift endowed David Living- | frst and preliminary part of my undertaking.” 


stone have, unconsciously to him, so stamped The task became more complicated as the suthor 


tbeir impress upon all his writings, from the first | proceeded, the dimensions of the work increased, 
page to the last, that, as we read, we learn not | and hence the first half of it only is published. 
“* The Bond of Peace.” London: James Nisbet | the des-re of the author to do justice to the only 
Tuis volume appears before the public under | testant principles, the union of true Christians. 
some disadvantage. It was written as part of a | After narrating the fact, recorded at the time in 
larger work, the main topic of which—™ The | our own pages, of the united communion, at 
Teaching of the Sects”—is more fully discussed | New York, on Sunday, October 5, 1873, she 
im that portion which remains unpublished. | remarks : “The visible union in Christof all 


| 

. A Popular Account of Missionary Travels and | The subjects here professedly dealt with, and 

: Researches in South Africa. By Davip Liviso- | the names of which severally head the chapters, 

ston, London ; John Murray. are “The Charch, Schiem, Communion, Apos- 

| 

| 

| 
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end which the found their way into print; bat others of equal 
ve for many years set interest bearing on revival work must be new to 


before them; and in spite of mach mis. | the public 
understanding and contamely, have nobly held The Mother 

; of J not the Papal Mi 
on their way, God helping them, until the“ Jawrrr Rominson. The 
we must, warmly congratulate them on Tus promise of the author in his title-page is 
these glorious results. May God bless and | more than fallled in his book ; for ita content 
prosper them ; and keep their work pare, and though mainly controversial, are not wholly 20, 
free from any taint of a spurious liberality ! One bat present many ® sound remark and edifying 
of the great eafeguards against this danger will inference from Scripture, natarally arising in the 
be, that all traly enlightened Christians should | jourse of the argument, yet having » practical 
join in the eflert, giving 0 their curnest prayers ; bearing upon the Christian life. Mr. Robinson's 
instead of keeping aloof from, and criticizing it.” | _.in object, however, is to prove, by «sort of in- 


Nearly all the religious bodies in this country | ductive process, that the Mariolatry of the 
are the subject of more or less plain-spoken yet Romish Church is a gigantic imposture, to trace 
not unkindly criticism in these pages. Thereis how it arose, and to show the absurd and 
a good deal about the Plymouth Brethren, of heathenish length to which it has proceeded. In 
author appears to have seen much, | the first half of the volame he gives a series of 
has evidently studied closely, and | comments on the various passages of the New 
whom there is here some information Testament in which the mother of Jesus is men- 
which might perhaps be classed among “things tioned ; in the second part be places beside the 
not generally known” even in most religious authentic portrait thes obtained the effigies be- 
Revival 


circles. fore which the votaries of the Papal Mary bend 
Revival Record and pray. The romances from which Romanism 
and other Evangelista . mend its goddess are laid bare, the development 
of the “ Heresy of the Women” and the Popes is 
Ma. Macruenson justly remarks that a full traced, the hypocrisy of the priestly knights of 
history of the recent revival can orly be written Mary in India is exposed, and attention is called 
after the present generation has passed away, to the endeavours made of late to introduce her 
when he anticipates that the true outcome of worship into the Charch of England. The clear, 
the widened in- | incisive style of the author, so thoroughly in 

keeping with the true Protestant ring of all he 
says, and with the earnestness of purpose by 
which be is animated in exposing the encroach- 
ments of the “ Marian Antichrist,” sustains the 
reader's attention to tuptes on~which a less lively 
writer could hardly fail to appear dull. Would 
times, however, Mr. Macpherson sketches that there were among us more of that honest in- 
the dignation and righteous scorn of the mere woman 

recent movement from the commencement tc worship, under the name of Christianity, which 
y iv 


find wholesome utterance again and agaio in 
a spirit of cor- | these pages! ‘‘Soberly-delirious essays” and 


in 
dial sympathy with the work of those evange- ** raving words,” as he Sallf them, are expres— 


lists, and with a constant aim to secure the | sions not at all too strong to use with reference 
spiritual improvement of his readers. The book | to some of the Romanist effusions quoted by the 
contains a large number of facts of recent occur- | guthor. 


His people has been 
Evangelical Alliance 
rence, some of which, of course, have already 
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| PROCEEDINGS OF COUNCIL. 
; A of Council wae held on Wed- from its central position and importance, was 


shen, Sts Samuel Hanson, Esq., in the considered desirable. 

chair. The were read and prayer A meeting had been held in Brighton, 
offered by the Chairman. The following per- specially convened by the local secretaries of 
sons were y admitted to member- this Alliance, to consider the subject of the 


ship :— 
Rev. Charles Linwood, Dublin. 
Andrew Mullan, Esq., u.p., Ballymena. 


-proval, and offering to receive the Conference 
Thomas Voile, Esy., Cheltenham. 


in Brighton should it be thought desirable to 
it there. 6 
The Committee suggested June 13th next 
and following days as a suitable time, and 
instructed the Secretaries to prepare a full 


mental Aid ‘Socitien throughout the United 


, Dr. Hermenn Sieveking, Hamburg. 


the family of Mrs. Callender, of Didsbury, on stating that the views expressed by 
R. Callender, Council had much gratified the Dublin Com- 
Eaq., MP mittee. 
WEEK OF PRAYER. | 
Communications from various places 
throughout the United Kingdom and from 


abroad were reported on the subject of the 
observance of the January Week of Universal 
Prayer. Read, extracts from letters received 
from Athena, Holland, Austria, Bohemia, 
Germany, Sweden, and the United States of 
America. 

CASH STATEMENT. 


The cash statementy as examined by the 


Finance Committee, was presented, showing 
receipts amounting to 1,4401. 38. lld.; pay- 
ments, 1,117/. 11s.; balance of assets over lia- 
bilities, 1672. 158. 9d. 


meeting held in the Mayor's Parlour at Stock- 
port, presided over by the Rev. B. 8S. Clarke, 
it was unanimously resolved fo invite this 
Council to hold the next annual Conference 
of the British Organization of the Alliance 
in that town. Gratifying particulars were 
given of the harmony and co-operation of 
Christians of the various religious denomina- 
tions in Southport, and of the large ob- 
servance of the January Week of Prayer, 
which had led to the holding of a united 
meeting for prayer at the close of the services 


CONTINENTAL MISSIONS. 

The Committee appointed at last meeting 
of Council for carrying out the resolution on 
the subject of the proposed Conference on 
Evangelical Missions, met at this house on 
Tuesday, the 8th. The Rev. James Davis and 
the Rev. R. S, Ashton, Secretary of the Evan- 
gelical Continental Society, were appointed 
Houorary Secretaries. 

Communications were reported with Chris- 


on Sunday evening, which had been attended 
by upwards of 1,000 persons. 
TURKESTAN. 

The stated that he had received 
a visit from two Nestorian Christians, who 
had come to this country to make known 
the grievous oppressions and persecution to | 
which the Nestorian Christians were subject 
im Turkestan from their Mohammedan neigh- 
bours under the Ottoman rule. They asked 
tian friends in Manchester on the subject of for the aid of the Alliance to obtain protection oe 
holding the Conference in that city, which, | for their people in that province of Turkey. 


= 


oe 


propo i Conference, when & Was 
imousl ex ing « cordial 
| Mra. Christian, Southport. 
| Rev. L. ‘Nuttall, Southport. 
| Rev. J. Ackroyd, London. 
. | Robert Davis, Eeq.,aud Mrs. Davis, London. | scheme of the subjects and general arrange- 
Alexander Sclanders, Eeq., London. 
| Rev. Dr. McEwan, London. 
) W. M. Smith, Esq., jun., London. or their appro ons. 
+ W. W. Pocock, Esq., and Mrs. Pocock, IRELAND. 
1 London. A letter was read from the Rev. David 
‘i Rev. J. Marchent and Mrs. Marchent, Lon- | Mullan, one of the Honorary Secretaries of 
1) don. the Dublin Branch of the Society, acknow- 
Hi ledging receipt of the resolution passed by 
% A resolution of sympathy w passed with ar ish Organi ion of this Alliance and 
| 
| 


{ 
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The Council having heard the particulars 
given in the statements of these Nestorian 
brethren, directed the to commu- 
nicate with the representatives of the Alli- 
ance in Persia and Oroomiah for the purpose 


made the suggestion that, with 
conciliate members of different religious de- 
nominations, holding the same Evangelical 
doctrine, and to promote increased cordiality 
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among British and American Christiana, it 
was desirable that such modification should 
be made in the modes of worship and of ad- 
ministration as would diminish the evils of 
division and strengthen the fraternal relations 
and promote the religious communion of 
Christians in countries where the same legal 
difficulties do not arise as at present exist in 
this country. 
VISIT To FOREIGN BRANCHES. 

United held on the Continent 
during the recent Week of Prayer had led to 
requests being made for a visit from the Secre- 
tary to several foreign towns, with a view to 
take the opportunity of strengthening and 
extending the Evangelical Alliance in those 
countries. Mr. Davis was authorized to com- 
ply with the request where circumstances ren- 
dered it desirable and important to do so. 


THE WEEK OF PRAYER AT ATHENS. 

It is a really pleasing duty that the under- 
signed undertakes to fulfil, in wri this 
short account of the Annual Week of Prayer, 
as observed at Athens this year; it is very 


pleasant especially to know that we have to 
report real and marked progress since the last 


year. 
In the first place we notice that, notwith- 
standing strong opposition from i 
position which culminated and ended in a 
circular of the Greek Synod, prohibiting the 
members of the Greek Church from attending 
the meetings of the Evangelical Greeks—the 
year has been a very fruitful one in good re- 
sults. New members have been added to 
our branch. Two out-stations of the Greek 
Mission at Athens have been established, and 


an auxiliary branch to the Evangelical Al- 


 Tiance has been organized in Macedonia, which 


has, as a centre and seat of its committee, the 
city of Salonica, and as members of the com- 
mittee the Mesars. S. Joannides (President), Ch. 


_ Polides (Vice-President), D. Charisses (Trea- 


surer), and the Rev. S. Michaelides (Secre- 


‘tary). According to a resolve of this Council, 


this branch corresponds and communicates 
for the present with the Greek Branch at 
Athens alone, and through it with the other 
branches. 


Such are the few general features of the 
work of evangelization among us that have 
influenced the state of our branch of the Al- 
liance. Coming vow especially to the Week 
of Prayer, we need not notice that the circular 
sent us was in due time translated and pub- 


lished both in the Star of the Hast and in a 
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Rev. missionary 
to Salonica, who was at Athens during the 
whole of the Week of Prayer, and the last by 
the Rev. Geo. Kazakis. 

The attendance during the whole of the 


and in the higher spiritual tone of the ad- 
dresses. Whereas last year there was a little 
episode showing that the spirit of unity was 
not perfect among those who attended, this 
year there was nothing of such a nature; on 
the contrary, we heard addresses and prayers 
from persons who had never before taken an 
active part among us, and all in conformity 
with the principles of the Alliance. 

Two young men especially, who were for 
the most part of the year regular attendants 
in the Evangelical Greek Church, made for 
the first time addresses, and expressed thoughts 
equivalent to a confession of faith in the 
pure, and only in the pure, Gospel. All 
who attended rather regretted, on account 
of the interesting and important character 
of the addresses and prayers, that the time 
for the meetings was limited to one hour 
only. No one would have been sorry, we 
think, if it was-fixed at two hours; but the 
uncertainty as to the effect, and the various 
occupations of the attendants did not, and will 
not probably permit ps to change it. 


| 
of authenticating the statements, and for sug- 
gestions as to the proper course to be taken 
under the circumstances 
ENGLISH WORSHIP ON THE CONTINENT. 
A communication was read from the Rev. 
L. Woolsey Bacon, of Geneva, calling the at- 
tention of the Council to the need of united 
services on the Continent, and especially in 
Switzerland, on the principles of the Evan- 
gelical Alliance, for English and American 
travellers and residents abroad. Mr. Bacon 
separate form, of which the enclosed is a copy. 
week was very good, varying from forty to 
sixty persons. Comparing this year's prayer- 
meetings with those of last year, we find this 
years superior both in the number of those 
who attended and actively took part in them, 


nication I intended to give you about the 
Week of Prayer. It has been observed in | ings during the Week of Prayer this 
the Datch Evan- 


slightest difficulty in keeping up the interest. 
The branch meets on Monday morning to 
consider the desirableness of i 


per- 


ference being held in Rome. 


when I had hoped to see you also. 
the pleasure, however, of seeing Lord Cavan, 
whom I met by accident. We still re- 


Evangelical Alliance. 
Montreal, Jan. 25, 1876. 


member with pleasure the services these 
members of your Council rendered us at our 
Conference in October, 1874, and often speak 


of them With profound gratitude and satis- 
faction. 
— With the expression of our kindest regards 
and best wishes for the success and prosperity 
of the Alliance and all its undertakings, be- 
lieve me, yours very sincerely, 
Lane, Secretary. 
Rev. James Davis. 


| Dear Sir,—I have the pleasure of enclos- 

" ing draft on the Alliance Bank, London, for 

ef 201. sterling, which was heartily voted by 

Montreal Branch of the Dominion Evan- 

gelical Alliance. I may mention that, being 
Bri 
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Landon Ladies’ Cocmittec, | Rev. Jobs Burton - @ | Montreal Branch of the Ajli- 
Mrs Huntung - @)| Rev.J. Blackmore- - - 6 ance, per Rev Gavin lang- 2 © @ 
Ww. tee, «= OM 6 | H. M. Matheson. Rac. = @ COLA Croll - 220 
@10 6) Hamburg Subscriptions, por Part of Collection at Church 
M. Gtheon, 22 A. Scott, Esq. Street Chaps yper Rev. Daw- 
Kev. W - ~ © Rev Charles Bvans- - 11686 svo Burns -_ = @ 
W. Rawlinson, - - 1 0 Kev John Rowlands - 11 0 BT COLLECTOR. 
Galway Sabseriptions, per J | Rev. RH Webb - @10 General La Soe 
Beg. - 210 @ | MissLockhart- - 1 © @! Braithwaite - - 411 6 
Rev. W. Millington - 060) WB 2 1 Joseph Trittes tie 
Mra Christian - 1 © Rev. 8. Ne «= @ & @/ George Arbuthnot. Esq. - 21106 
Kev. L. Nutiall © @ Rev. James - = @19 Henry Wright, Esq. - * 3218 
Lieut. Coicne! Guise © 6 © | James Wareing, @10 © George Moore, Ksq. 
Rev. C. Satetiffe . ©-6 @| MimWilen - - - « 610 TJC Eaq. - ile 
Mrs. J. Hamilton Reid 1 Rev. Poster Rogers - - @10 N. Barnaby, Es) - on 
Millard, - Mis F. L. Duncan - @10 F.F. Pelton, Bey - - 218 
Mra. Kirk @ | Cheltenham Subseri; tion ;, per G. F. 
Balance of ton Oontribu- Miss Palkener - - 316 @ T.A.lawford,Ewm - - 
4, Wilkim - 1206 Faq. - 1 ¢@ Kev. Dr. Dykes- - - tie 
Rev . J. Raw Ole © Rev. R. OR 
JAMES DAVIS, Secretary. ~~ 
4 
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96 EVANGELICAL CHRISTESDOM. 
ter things to report for the next time,and the | ing you gone from your office when, in 
_ earacst wish and prayer that the Lord may | August, I did myself the pleasure of calling 
bless what has hitherto been done, I remsin, | upon you, in company with the Rev. Dr. J. 
| with the salutation of all the brethren, yours’ R. Macdaff, of Chislehurst, with whom I 
fasthfally, was staying for only one or two days. We 
. Axp. Comstaxrorrpes, Secretary. | would like much to have sent a larger sum, 
t Rev. James Davis, London. but the times are hard here as well as with 
| THE WEEK OF PRATER IN HOLLAND. you. What we do send will, at least, bea 
The Hague, Feb. 5, 1876. | proof of our interest in the special work in 
My dear Sir,—Expecting earlier the Rev. which the Parent Alliance has been recently 
Mr. Von Andel’s vi«it, I delayed the commu- engaged, and to which your letters refer. 
meet- 
| year. 
of 
| / gelical Protestant Society, inclading the | 1875, and none the less effective the 
Hague, Rotterdam, Dordrecht, Deventer, and | power was quiet. Our noon meetings were 
+ Gromingen (Amsterdam possessing a special | especially successful We made them most 
; committee for that object); and the freely open to all, and there was not the 
EEE «Christian denominations, Mr. | tention to Gospel exposition and addresses. 
: at-| The members of our branch are much 
i that even in that way the Alliance can be | 
|} considered as one of the beneficial means for| I regretted not seeing either Dr. Donald 
+ Christian revival. Fraser or Major-General Burrows in London, 
| 
| 
April, I did not get your communications | 
until my return, and was unfortunate in find- | 


